

Majaii welcomes Baker’s statement 

AMMAN (Petra) — Chief Jordanian negotiator to the Middle East peace 
talks Abdul Sabm Ai Majaii Sunday welcomed statements by U.S. 
Secretary of Stale James Baker conditioning loan guarantees to Israel with 
a halt to settlement activity in the occupied Arab territories. Dr. Majaii 
described (be U.S. administration's position as articulated in Mr. Baker’s 
statements as positive. “This position is a humanitarian gesture by the 
U.S. towards the Palestinians and the Arabs and a sign that the U S- 
considers the Israeli settlement process as a violation of and aggression on 
Arab rights," he said. Dr. MajaK said in a statement to the Jordan News 
Agency that the U.S. should not grant Israel any loan guarantees unless it 
gnsaomnnffiment from Israel to cease settlement activity in the occupied 
territories. He stressed the need for the U.S. to exercise more prcssureon 
Israel not in this rcgnni only, but also in other economic aspects of interest 
to Israel. Mr. Baker’s statements. Dr. Majaii said, reflects positively on 
the peace negotiations, particularly those which will convene soon in 
Washington, and shows that the U.S, is serious in supporting the process. 

He called on the U.S. to emphasise its stand by deeds in a way that could 

bring to an end settlement activity in the occupied lands. (S<* *tary bekm). 
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Alsea .Baber to coordinate with S stfe-hlkg 

AMMAN IJ.'I., — Foreign Minister Kamel Abu Jjlvr K going *‘J 
Damascus later this week for talks wiih Syrian Foreign Minister 
Sharaa on the ongoing Middle Easi peace negotiation 1 ., in :■ .li.leintM to 
the Jordan Times, the minister said ilur the talks uliv ’•■Iihtn the 
framework of consultations and coordination between the r*o i.oentrte:- 
on new development in the peace process. He said that he •«!! he !-vk:r.s; 
into the Syrian vision on how Jordan and Syria can e.-orJir.ite 
positions, in the coming stage- Dr. Abu Jabcr saiu he had me: with Mr. 
Sharaa in Larrnca twice during the Non- Aligned Moven*cnl‘:- P rc»C" 
ministers meeting to discuss the coordination iiiues. He :-uJ ’.hat !:is 
discussions will cover the bilateral talks which are scheduled for Feb. 2- -n 
Washington and the outcome of the multilateral tJk> held in NV-o * on 
Jan. 28 and 29. 
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Egypt says alleged 
Israeli spy confessed 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt's interior 
minister said on Sunday an Israeli 
arrested last week with his daugh- 
ter bad confessed he worked for 
Israel's intelligence service. ’The 
Israeli confessed before prosecu- 
tors. He did not deny," Moham- 
mad Abdul Halim Musa told 
reporters. Asked whether Fares 
Subhi Masrati, 41, admitted he 
was spying for the Israeli Mossad 
intelligence service, the minister 
said: "Yes, be acted on behalf of 
the Mossad.” 

2 Israelis wounded 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Three Israelis were hurt by 
bomb explosions in the occupied 
Gaza Strip and an Israeli man was 
lightly wounded when stabbed in 
the occupied West Bank, security 
sources said on Sunday. They 
said a 22-year-okl woman was 
seriously wounded when two pipe 
bombs exploded in a tomato 
padring plant in the Netzarhn 
Jewish settlement in Gaza. Israel 
radio said she might lose a leg. 
She was flown to hospital in 
Israel. Five hours later two sol- 
(fiers in a force searching Netzar- 
hn were wounded, one moderate- 
ly and the second lightly, when a 
second charge exploded, the 
sources said. 

Israel compensates 
Italian activist 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli police 
said on Sunday they had paid 
nearly $120,000 in compensation 
to an Italian woman who lost an 
eye when security forces broke up 
a peace demonstration two years 
ago. A police spokeswoman said 
the money was paid to Marica 
Manno’s lawyer last week. Ms. 
Man no lost her eye when water 
cannon shattered the window of 
her east Jerusalem hotel room 
window. 

Syria to sign nuclear 

safeguards 

agreement 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouq Al Shar- 
aa said on Sunday his country 
would sign an agreement of safe- 
guards against diversion of nuc- 
lear technology to military uses. 
The Syrian news agency SANA 
quoted Mr. Sharaa as telling 
Hans Blix, head of the Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency, 
that Syria would sign the agree- 
ment “as part of its policy to 
make the Middle East an area 
free of all weapons of mass des- 
truction, including nuclear 
weapons.” SANA quoted Mr. 
BUx as saying the agreement was 
“an important step towards 
achieving the comprehensive 
safeguards in the Middle East and 
the world." 

Lebanon: No peace 
breakthrough before 
June 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon's Fore- 
ign Minister Fans Bouez said on 
Sunday there could be no break- 
through In Middle East peace 
talks before Israeli elections sche- 
duled in June. "I don't expect 
decisive derisions (in the peace 
talks) during tbe next four 
mouths that separate us from tbe 
kraefi elections,” Mr. Bouez told 
foe official national press agency. 
“We pan be sure that a final 
peace derision is impossible dur- 
stage, bat ... a certain 
progress in the negotiations is 
PWfijfe," Mr. Bouez said. 

^ calls for 1.5 
million bpd oil cut 

Baghdad (R) — Iraqi on 

Minister Usama Ai Hiti warned 
00 Sunday against a possible col- 
topse OS oS prices ami called for 
L5 million barrel per day cut of 
OPEC production. "The only 
sohfoon to prevent tbe collapse of 
prices during tbe second half of 
this year is an immediate reduc- 
tion of about 1.5 ntiUkm bpd,” 
Mr. Hid told the Iraqi news 
agency before leaving for Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Exporting 
■ Countries talks in Switzerland. 

, He said current total OPEC pro- 
duction exceeded 24.1 mSlion 
bpd despite the hah of Iraq's 
exports because of die U.N.’s 
' Golf war sanctions 



death, c 



NICOSIA (R) — Blizzards 
howled across parts of the Middle 
East on Sunday, bringing more 
death and chaos in tbe harshest 
winter to grip the region for two 
decades. 

A cold front swirling across the 
Eastern Mediterranean dumped 
fresh snow on Syria, Lebanon, 
Jordan, and Israel. Another killer 
snowslide hit Turkey where 
temperatures slumped as low as 
minus 30 Celsius (minus 22 
Fahrenheit). 

Three people froze to death 
and two went missing in northern 
Lebanon as snowstorms swept 
the country for the sixth day 
running, civil defence sources 
said. 

Dozens of villages and towns in 
tbe Bekaa region and mountains 
to the north and east of Beirut 
were cut off. 

In Turkey, an avalanche killed 
a villager on the outskirts of the 
Black Sea town of Giresun. 
bringing to 218 the death toll 
from snowsiides in the country 
since last weekend. 

Officials said more than 6,000 
villages and townships, mainly on 
the eastern Anatolian plateau 
and in the avalanche-hit south- 
east, were cut off by snow up lo 
three metres deep. 

Weathermen predicted more 
snow over Turkey and the East- 
ern Mediterranean over the next 
few days. 

The worst blizzards for 20 years 
tut Syria's northern and central 
provinces where all roads were 
blocked by snow up to three 
metres deep. No casualties were 
reported. 

Temperatures dipped below 
freezing during the day in Damas- 


cus where streets were covered by 
15 cm of snow. State radio said 
the capital's airport was closed. 

Snow and rain fell for the third 
time this year. in Israel. The upper 
Galilee and t he occupied Golan 
Heights in the northern were 
virtually paralysed, Israel Radio 
said. 

Farmers in the usually drought- 
hit north watched their fields 
turned into lakes. They said tor- 
rential rain had wiped out 10 
years of cultivation and appealed 
to the government to declare an 
emergency. 

In Jordan gales, snow and driv- 
ing rain shut schools and offices 
in Amman for the second time in 
a week. Storms played havoc with 
telephones and electricity sup- 
plies (see story on the right). 

Some areas had received as 
much as 20 cm of snow and 17 cm 
of rain over tbe last 24 hours, 
Amman's weather office said. 

Sun-seeking tourists from Fin- 
land flew into the Red Sea resort 
of Aqaba to be met by rain and 
near-freezing temperatures. 

The severe weather looked like 
ending a regional drought. 

Officials on tbe holiday island 
of Cyprus, jubilant after the wet- 
test December since 1911, said 
more heavy snow bad fallen on 
the Troodos Mountains. 

Reservoirs — nearly empty 
three months ago — were already 
more than one-third full. But 
farmers reported severe frost 
damage to the potato crop, the 
island's biggest agricturai export. 

Israel Radio said rabbies who 
declared the downpour the 
answer to their prayers would 
now pray for it to stop. 


Storm continues 



By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — More snow fell on 
Jordan Valley blocking roads and 
forcing schools, community col- 
leges and universities as well as 
private and public organisations 
to dose. 

The Meteorology Department 
said in an announcement at noon 
Sunday that Jordan was affected 
by a deep low depression cen- 
tered southeast of Cyprus causing 
thunderstorms, heavy rains and 
snow over highlands above 500 
metres. 

The department warned people 
living in low-lying regions to seek 
higher grounds in view of the 
expected floods, noting that the 
storm was continuing Monday 
but gradually receding. It said 
that tiie weather will slightly im- 
prove by Tuesday when it becom- 
es partly cloudy. 

Police warned of landslides 
along the roads leading to the 
Jordan Valley where more than 
7.000 acres of agricultural land 
were reported to have been 
flooded by rain water. 

The Public Security Depart- 
ment reported that most of the 
roads in the Jerasb and Ajloun 
areas in the north as well as those 
in the Tafileh and Shobak dis- 
tricts in the south were closed due 
to snow. 

The Ministry of Education 
Sunday noon announced the clo- 
sure of all schools within the 
Amman region Monday, and 
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TAFILEH i j.T.; — His kayair 
Highness Crown Prince Kcssanj 
and an mewm panning icsm on j 
an inspection lour sf t’.w 
era parts of Jordan i-cr.- Sun-| 
day trapped b> snov. tjiGCkii.gi 
the w3> :o a: £zsltc.c:yelt Ce-i 
metil Factor. . j 

The blizzard which h-i: Jcr-| 
dan Sun day ctowJ die road! 
between TiJIieh ard :%L Kasha- ■ 
diyeh Factor} nr.c -jz~ ces»-J 
cerned autkbricits were unable; 
to reach ;ho Crown Prince, j 

Therefore. Prince HasSta err.- i 
tinuec hi* lour jr. -. k’-I use j 
mana ged tc reach the factory at | 
i about S p.ci. where mr.re then ! 
1 750 factor? emplo? .*es were [ 
’sc-anded. ; 

During the zzr: Pr-f.* 
san inspected vrverrJ hreas. as.-t! 
was reassured on it.j citizen's 
conditions in the 

weather. 

The Cr.vv.TJ Princ: 


beads of community colleges and 
universities also followed suit. 

The police warned of slippery 
roads and flooded streets which 
they said made movement on the 
roads h azar dous. 

The general weather conditions 
were reviewed by tbe Council of 
ministers at a regular session 
Saturday evening. 


A statement carried by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, said 
that the Cabinet, chaired by 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, discussed the conditions 
in the Kingdom in the wake of the 
series of snowstorms and re- 
viewed reports about damages to 
the farmlands and damage caused 
to the roads, and livestock. 


Petra said that Sharif Zeid in- 
structed the concerned ministers 
to follow up various questions 
related to repair of damage to the 
country's infrastructure. 

Minister of Water and Irriga- 
tion Samir Kawar submitted a 
report on the current water situa- 
tion in the Kingdom and future 
plans. 
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Baker: ‘Significant issues’ 
divide U.S., Israeli talks 

Olmert: U.S. approves 
new Jewish settlements 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — A 
senior cabinet minister asserted 
Sunday that the United States 
bowed to Israel's wishes to ex- 
pand Jewish settlements during 
discussions on Israel’s request for 
U.S. loan guarantees. 

Tbe remark by Health Minister 
Ehud Olmert conflicted with 
Washington reports that Israel 
has agreed to curtail settlement 
building in tbe occupied territor- 
ies to obtain the $10 billion in 
loan guarantees. 

But Mr. Olmert’s comments 
reflected what is apparently 
Israel's double-edged strategy of 
si gnalling enough flexibility to get 
the guarantees while cutting back 
as little as possible on settlement 
building. 

The loans to help absorb a 
wave of Soviet Jewish immigrants 
have been linked to tbe settle- 
ments because Washington views 
the Jewish enclaves on occupied 
land as an obstacle to peace with 
the Arabs. 

Mr. Olmert, summing up a 
Washington meeting Friday be^ 
tween U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker and Israeli Ambas- 
sador Zalman Sboval, said ^fhat 
Israel had not been asked to halt, 
settlements. 

“As long as Israel has not been 
asked for a commitment to freeze 
settlements, all the rest is open to 
negotiation.” he said. 

However, Israeli sources 
quoted in Washington said Israel 
expressed willingness to at least 
curtail building during the Friday 
session. 

The United States has offered a 
compromise allowing Israel to 
complete boosing units already 
started in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip in exchange 
for a freeze on future building. 

Some reports say U.S. and 
Israeli officials differ about the 
number of housing starts, with 
Americans estimating it at 9,000 
and Israelis saying 12,000-14,000 
units are under way. 

Israeli newspaper editorials 
said Washington bad made its 
demand for a freeze clear and 
that Israeli right-wing leaders 
were only flogging the issue to 
appeal to settlers before June 23 
national elections. 

The Yedioth Ahronoth daily 
described Mr. Baker’s message 
this way: “You want guarantees? 
the TV * r ’« 



James Baker 

tbe bitter truth.” 

Israel has asked for tbe money 
in annual instalments of $2 bil- 
lion. It would be in addition to 
tbe $3 billion in U.S. military and 
civilian assistance Israel already 
receives yearly. 

Bank officials have predicted 
economic disaster for Israel if it 
doesn't obtain tbe funds needed 
to absorb a wave of 350.000 
immig rants since 1989 from the 
former Soviet republics. 

Tbe U.S. stand on tbe settle- 
ments is in line with its policy that 
Israel should agree to withdraw 
from the lands occupied in the 
1967 Middle East war in ex- 
change for peace with tbe Palesti- 
nians and Arabs. 

Mr. Shoval told reporters on 
Friday that Israel did not think 
settlements ought to be linked to 
what Israel views as its request 
for purely humanitarian aid. 

Mr. Baker said the United 
States took the view that funding 
above its normal annual aid pack- 
age should only be provided on 
terms consistent with U.S. policy 


Significant divide 

In Washington Secretary Baker 
said on Saturday that “significant 
issues” divide (he United States 
and Israel in discussions aimed at 
reaching an agreement the loan 
guarantees. 

“We’ve agreed on a few things. 
There are still some rather signifi- 
cant issues that are in disagree- 
ment,” Mr. Baker said on the 
Cable News Network. 


Police close FIS HQ; more 
measures expected 


ALGIERS. Algeria (Agencies) 
— Police raided the headquarters 
of the Muslim fundamentalist 
opposition Sunday, and the bead 
of the army-backed ruling council 
briefed political leaders on immi- 
nent new steps to bait worsening 
street battles. 

The council's president. 
Mohammad Bondiaf, refused to 
specify whether the measures 
would, as speculated by the press, 
include a state of emergency. 

The state radio, citing hospital 
officials, said 30 people had been 
killed and more than 200 wound- 
ed since Friday in clashes be- 
tween fundamentalists and secur- 
ity forces. 

At least a dozen people were 
killed earlier in the week, in the 
eastern city of Batna, but there 
was no overall official toil of 
deaths and injuries. 

The latest deaths included two 
children in the western town of 
Refizane, according to the state- 
run APS news agency. It said an 
infant died from tear gas inhala- 
tion, and a 9-year-old child was 
lolled by a stray bullet. 

In the eastern city of Constan- 
tine, hundreds of fundamentalists 
marched through downtown Sun- 
day, chanting that they were 
ready to die for the Islamic Salva- 
tion Froot. The party has been 
the target of a four-week crack- 
down since authorities cancelled 
parliamentary elections that it 
was virtually certain to win. 

Political leaders emerging from 
the briefing in Algiers told state 
radio that Mr. Boudiaf said new 
security measures already had 
been approved by the five-man 
high state committee and would 
be made public soon. They said 
Mr. Boudiaf did not give details 
and did not ask the seven leaders 
of non-fundamentalist parties if 
they approved. 

Mr. Boudiaf “told us there will 
be measures which will not be 
detrimental to democracy or free 
political expression,” said Nour- 
reddine Boukrouh, bead of the 
Party for Renewal. 

There was press speculation 
that the ruling council would im- 
pose a state of emergency or ban 
the Salvation Front. 

In Algiers, security forces were 
seen Sunday moving into the 
Salvation Front's main office, 
arresting at least six people, and 
then dosing the building. The 
imam of a neighbouring, pro- 
fundamentalist mosque also was 
arrested, witnesses said. 

In another sign of deepening 
crisis, the national soccer federa- 
tion indefinitely postponed all 


pro marches because of security 
concerns. 

Street battles raged in several 
Algerian cities Friday as security 
forces tried to enforce curbs on 
political activity linked to weekly 
prayers at mosques. Violence 
continued Saturday in Algiers 
and elsewhere. 

In the capital, fundamentalists 
erected barricades of tires, ce- 
ment and stone and set fires in 
several neighbourhoods. Security 
forces responded with tear gas 
and bullets. 

Scores of people were arrested, 
according to various sources, but 
no figures were available. 

The military-backed govern- 
ment took power a month ago 
after cancelling the second round 
of parliamentary elections. The 
Salvation Front overwhelmingly 
won tbe first round. 

The front, in a communique 
distributed Sunday, said the crisis 
would continue as long as “the 
junta in power” repressed its 
adversaries. 

The communique was signed 
by the front't national informa- 
tion director, Abderrazak Rad- 
jam, who has been sought by 
police since Friday. 


Israeli 
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court 




TEL AVTV (AP) — Israel’s sup- 
reme court on Sunday began 
hearing the appeals of seven 
Palestinians ordered deported by 
the army from the occupied Gaza 
Strip. 

Defence attorneys told the 
three-judge panel m an open 
bearing that they could not 
mount a proper defence because 
most evidence was kept secret. 

Prosecutors insisted that secre- 
cy was necessary to protect infor- 
mers and later disclosed some of 
the evidence to the judges in a 
closed session. 

The outcome of the hearings 
could affect the U.S. -backed 
Middle East peace talks. 

Dr. Haidar Abdul Shafi, a 
Gaza city physician who heads 
tbe Palestinian delegation to the 
talks, came to watch the delibera- 
tions. 

He said if the Palestinians are 
expelled, it will be “a negative 
influence on the peace process” 
but predicted the talks would 
continue. 

Israel’s supreme court has nev- 
er overturned an expulsion order. 

After Israel issued deportation 
orders for 12 Palestinians on 


Jan. 2, the Palestinian delegation 
and Arab states delayed the start 
of the second round of Mideast 
peace talks in Washington. The 
next round is expected to begin 
on Feb. 24. 

Four other Palestinians, all 
from the occupied West Bank, 
also are expected to appeal their 
expulsion orders to the supreme 
court. Earlier, a military appeals 
board dropped the case against 
the fifth West Bank resident. 

Israel has expelled 67 Palesti- 
nians from the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip since the 
start of the four-year Arab upris- 
ing against Israeli rule. 

Human rights groups have 
argued that expulsions violate in T 
temational conventions and often 
are conducted without due pro- 
cess. 

The latest batch of deportation 
orders came during a series of 
fatal attacks on Jewish settlers in 
the occupied territories. Four 
Israelis have died in the attacks 
since October. 

None of those ordered de- 
ported has been charged in con- 
nection with the attacks. They are 
accused of fomenting anti-Israeli 


order 


activities. 

Defence Attorney A video. - 
Feldman appealed :o court :■* 
reveal at least part c i :ne -eiret 
evidence. He also urged that a 
special lawyer he appointed to 
examine the evidence, then re- 
port to defence lav-ycrs ^nd the 
court. 

Freih Abu Mcdein. a lawyer 
for the Palestinians who was a 
member of the Palestinian de- 
legation to Madrid, a pain, toid 
reporters: "There is a chance to 
repeal the expulsions if rhe inter- 
national community will put 
pressure on Israel." 

He added that a compromise 
might be reached be for-, the next 
round of peace talks v.-hsreby the 
Palestinians would be expelled 
for a short period o: time, rather 
than for iife as is the current 
practice. 

Israci's chief of star:, Lt. Gen. 
Ehud Barak, has proposed limit- 
ing deportations to a period of IS 
months- 

-Also Sunday, shops and offices 
in the West Ban!: and Gaza were 
closed in a general strike to mark 
the start of the 53st month of the 
uprising. 


Palestinian astiwfst 
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By Said Ghazali 

Tbe Associated Press 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— Ahmad Fadel Tahboub put 
the photbs of his wife and two 
young children in his shoulder 
bag along with underwear and 
his shaving kit At age 48, the 
Palestinian activist went back 
to prison Sunday. 

A leader in the PLO’s Popu- 
lar Struggle Front, Mr. 
Tahboub has already served 18 
years in jail for anti-Israeli 
activities. His walk into the 
Russian compound, Jeru- 
salem’s main jail, was the start 
of eight more months behind 
bars. 

“Eight months is not' my 
whole life.” Mr. Tahboub 
reasoned before his wife, 4- 
year-old son Haitbara and 
daughter Mai, 3, joined him on 
the ride to jail from his Jeru- 
salem home on a windy, snowy 
morning. 

These days, Mr. Tahboub 
hardly looks the radical once 
sentenced to life imprisonment 
as a bomb thrower. His hair 


and thick moustache are salt- 
and-pepper coloured. He has a 
bald spot in the back of his 
head. 

When friends gathered to 
say goodbye, one companion 
drew loud laughter when he 
told Mr. Tahboub. using his 
nickname, “run into the moun- 
tains, Abu Haitbam.” It 
seemed silly that the middle- 
aged Tahboub would go into 
hiding as do young Palesti- 
nians. 

This time, Mr. Tahboub 
says, his crime was instructing 
members of his tiny PLO fac- 
tion to write anti-Israeli slo- 
gans on walls. He pleaded guil- 
ty after spending 10 months in 
jail and five months under 
house arrest waiting for trial. 

The military court charges 
say Mr. Tahboub was guilty of 
“providing services” to an 
illegal organisation — the 
Syrian-backed Struggle Front, 
outlawed by Israel along with 
its parent Palestine liberation 
Organisation. 

A military official said Mr. 
Tahboub neaded tbe front in 


Jerusalem and the occupied 
West Bank, recruited mem- 
bers, ordered leaflets distri- 
buted and met with other PLO 
leaders to organise the four- 
year Palestinian uprising. 

The official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, had 
not details of Mr. Tahboub’s 
background but noted he was 
“freed in the Jebri! deal,” a 
sign that he was a serious 
offender. 

Indeed, Mr. Tahboub was 
released in the 1985 exchange 
of Israeli PoWs for Palestinian 
prisoners arranged through 
Ahmad JebriPs Popular From 
for the Liberation of Palestine- 
General Command. 

Mr. Tahboub.said his crime, 
for which he was sentenced to 
life in 1969, was throwing a 
bomb at an office that 
arranged the sale of Arab 
properties to Jews. He main- 
tained no one was hurt and 
said he had no regrets. 

"I am a national straggler,” 
he declared. “I consider these 
actions legal.” 

Mr. Tahboub also was jailed 


one year without charge. In ■ 
prison, be iearned Hebrew and ; 
English and works a? a trans- i 
lator for Arabic newspapers, i 
He wants tc keep fighting i 
Israel’s occupation, but now 
sees his task more as politics. | 
Mr. Tahboub said. j 

One of his regrets in going f 
back to jail is that he wiii miss j 
any role in U.S. -sponsored 
peace talks, which his from j 
supports. He had hoped that. ; 
although the PLG has been j 
barred from the negotiations. ; 
he could serve as an observer, j 

“I want to use my poiiticzl j 
abilities in serving our cause," j 
he said. ~ I 

But Mr. Tahboub put aside 
politics before going bad; ic 
jail. He looked fondly a: his 
wife, Nabila. 32. and "showed 
off pictures of his children 
romping in the snow outside | 
his home in Arab East Jeru- j 
salem. j 

“To live in prison is mack. ! 
much worse than under house j 
arrest with my family around," , 
he said with a sun. 
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Iraq facelifting its border post 
in preparation for easing sanctions 


TREIBIL, Iraq (R) — Iraq is 
giving its main customs post a 
facelift for the day when sanc- 
tions are lifted and trade, now 
restricted to a trickle of essen- 
tials, turns into a flood of free 
market commerce. 

“We are building everything 
new. new customs shed, places 
for immigration, everything,” 
said a customs official at Treibil, 
a desolate and windswept gate- 
way on Iraq's border with Jordan. 

The construction, started in 
recent weeks, is evidence of 
Baghdad’s belief that sanctions 
imposed for its August 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait will eventually be 
lifted, despite vocal opposition by 
the United States and its allies. 

It is also an attempt to boost 
morale of officials posted to this 
wilderness and follows the raising 
of salaries last year to fight cor- 
ruption, Iraqis say. 

Last week the United Nations 
Security Council decided to main- 
tain the trade embargo, a mea- 
sure that bans Iraq from export- 
ing lifeblood oD and prevents it 
from importing anything except 
essential food and drugs. 

No-one in Treibil appeared to 
have heard the news from U.N. 
headquarters in New York. 


Workers have completed 
several blocks of small offices and 
are ringing the frontier post with 
a new concrete wall and an im- 
posing entrance of two huge tear- 
shaped Arabic arches. 

Treibil, a collection of portable 
cabins, ramshackle offices and 
one two-storey administration 
building, is roughly midway on 
the 1 ,000 kilometre road between 
the Jordanian capital, Amman, 
and Baghdad. 

It is the only legal way of 

entering Iraq since sanctions 

closed Iraqi airspace and made 
Baghdad the only modern capit- 
al in the world that cannot be 
reached by air. 

All legal trade — the porous 
borders with Turkey and Iran 
have been a smuggler’s delight 
for centuries — must pass 
through Treibil as well as Iraqis 
and foreigners going to and from 
the country in private cars and 
taxis. 

But most traffic consists of 
Iraqi or Jordanian lorries fenying 
food and drugs. 

Much is imported privately by 
Iraqis with access to foreign ex- 
change that the government says 
it cannot find because its overseas 
assets are frozen pending war 


reparation claims. 

The 12-15 hour taxi drive from 
Amman reinforces the visitor’s 
impression that he is entering a 
country cut off from the rest of 
the world. 

There are no passenger 
lounges, tannoy announcements 
or duty free shops usually associ- 
ated with international travel. 


Instead there is a bumpy single- 
lane highway from Jordan to 
Treibil, a bewildering series of 
immigration and currency checks 
carried out m the open air on 
stone slabs, a dingy cafeteria 

serving snacks, a bank, toilets 
that would give hygienists night- 
mares and a petrol station. 

Then there is the super-smooth 
three-lane highway from Treibil 
to Ba g hdad. It is a Brazilian-built 
triumph of tarmac technology, 
now completely repaired from 
Gulf war bomb damage. 

The last piece of war damage is 
a wrecked bridge over the Eup- 
hrates near Ramadi, about an 
hour from the capital, but that 
too is dose to being mended. 

“Soon, you will see,” replied a 
wind-blown worker when asked 
by a visitor when it would be 
finished. 


Sudan’s number two in 
Egypt to patch up ties 


CAIRO (R) — Sudan's second 
most powerful man flew to Egypt 
on Sunday to try to ease friction 
with a Cairo government deeply 
suspicious of Muslim fun- 
damentalist influence in Khar- 
toum. 

Officials from both sides said 
they hoped the visit, the highest- 
level contact between Sudan and 
Egypt for 18 months, could help 
to restore the traditional intimacy 
between the two neighbours. 

But in the Last few days, a row 
over a Sudanese oil concession 
has reopened a 35-year-old bor- 
der dispute and lengthened thu 
list of issues which divide them. 

Major-General Al Zubeir 
Mohammad Saleh, deputy chair- 
man of Sudan's ruling Revolu- 
tionary Command Council 
(RCC), arrived in Cairo on a 
small private plane and was met 
by Yousef Wali, Egypt’s deputy 
prime minister. 

Gen. Saleh is due to meet 


President Hosni Mubarak. 

The border dispute flared into 
the open when Egypt said Sudan 
had been wrong to give Canada’s 
International Petroleum Cor- 
poration rights to look for oil in 
the Halaib triangle, an area admi- 
nistered by Khartoum since 1956 
but claimed by Cairo. 

Zubeir dodged a question ab- 
out Halaib when he spoke to 
reporters at the airport, saying 
die Sudanese and Egyptian peo- 
ples were closely intertwined and 
adding: “All (outstanding issues) 
will find suitable solutions.’' 

Sudan’s top civil servant for 
foreign affairs, Mohammad Os- 
man, who accompanied Zubeir, 
was more forthright last week in 
Khartoum. He issued a statement 
that Sudan had “undispu table 
rights” in the area. 

Egypt’s oil minister, Hamdi Ali 
El Banbi, told Reuters on Thurs- 
day Cairo had blocked out Halaib 
for oil exploration last year and 


was pursuing plans to offer it for 
tender. 

Halaib is simply the latest 
cause of friction between Egypt 
and its one-time protectorate to 
the south, which is racked by 
food shortages and civil war. 

“Of course we want better ties, 
but we have to see some sign of 
change from their end,” an Egyp- 
tian diplomat said privately. 

Egypt backed Sudan's military 
regime when it came to power in 

July 1989 but now accuses it of 
training Muslim extremists and is 
suspicious of its newly blossoming 
friendship with Iran. 


A state-controlled weekly poli- 
tical review. Rose El Yousef, 
chose Sunday to run a cover story 
on Sudanese training camps for 
Muslim guerrillas. It linked them 
to fundsmaentalists leader Hasan 
Tourabi. who diplomats believe 
mns Sudan from behind the 
scenes. 


What’s on 

Jerusalem’s 

mind? 


By Marcus Efiason 

The Associated Press 
OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
“Danger Lewd pictures corrupt 
youth’s soul," declares a poster 
put up by ultra-religious Jews 
fighting to curb displays of flesh. 
A woman's bare back is displayed 
alluringly from a movie ad near- 
by. 

The two messages are pasted 

on one of the city’s public notice 
boards, which offer an insight 
into what’s on Jerusalem's mind. 
They carry advice on everything 
from how to get a Christmas tree 
to preparing for a bar mitzvah. 

The 290 large rectangular bill- 
boards scattered around the city’s 
Jewish sector are an old and 
much-used means of communica- 
tion. They carry death notices, 
movie ads, concert dates, muni- 
cipal announcements, political 
slogans, invitations to religious 
festivals. 

They also reflect the religious, 
political and ethnic mosaic that 
makes up the holy city. 

One poster advertises a 
Yiddish-language show called 
“together is better.” Yiddish was 
dying out in Israel until immig- 
rants began pouring in from the 
former Soviet Union. Many of 
them speak Yiddish, and many 
are seeding in Jerusalem. 

“The Zionist-religious public” 
is urged to settle in Shuafat 
range, a Jewish housing complex 
being built on the Arab side of 
the city. International criticism 
has not slowed Israel’s drive to 
populate Arab east Jerusalem 
with Jews. 

Jerusalem’s poster culture is 
confined to the Jewish parts of 
town. The Arab public prefers to 
send its messages through its 
newspapers or political slogans 
on trails. 

After 25 years united under 
Israeli rule, the two halves of 
Jerusalem still have difficulty 
communicating. Thus a poster 
put up by the Jewisb-ran munici- 
pality invites Ihe public to a lec- 
ture by Moshe Ben Haim, a 
Jewish scholar of Arab Affairs, 
titled: “How to talk to the 
Arabs.” 

The municipality charges a fee 
based mi the size of a poster and 
checks foe notices to make sure 
they do not^ violate jpbsceruty 
lawS. "One recent_rejerf was a 
movie ad showing a woman with 
a man’s hand on her thigh. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.N. special envoy in talks with Kabul leaders 

"KABUL (R) — A special U.N. envoy arrived in Kabul on Sunday 


refugees who have fled from a civil war in their homeland. 


for talks with Afghan government leaders on a peace plan to end 
Afghanistan’s 13-year-old civil war. United Nations emissary 
Be non Sevan, who met Afghan rebel leaders and government 
officials in Pakistan last week, was due to see President Najibullah 
to arrange an inter-Afghan meeting to discuss an interim 
government. The U.N. plan envisages an assembly of 150 people, 
representing all sides in foe conflict, which would appoint an 
interim government to stop foe war and hold elections. Radical 
Afghan guerrillas have rejected the plan, calling it an internation- 
al conspiracy to deny them power. But moderate rebel groups and 
Pakistan, which plays host to foe main rebel parties and three 
million Afghan refugees, have backed it. Najibullah, who has 
survived years of armed opposition, has hinted that he is prepared 
to step down. 


Spain sends illegal immigrants back to Morocco 


Ethiopia promised 600 million dollars in aid 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — Ethiopia is to receive $600 million in 
aid for an emergency rehabilitation and reconstruction program- 
me, the official Ethiopian news agency reported on Sunday. The 
agency quoted foe minister in charge of foe state committee for 
foreign economic relations, Abd Al Majid, who had returned 
from talks in Washington with foe World Bank. He said the 
World Bank, the African Development Bank, the European 
Community and other international organisations would provide 
foe money is grants and loans. It would be used to contrast 
schools, roads an bridges, to buy drugs for hospitals, and to 
rebuild Ethiopia's industrial and agricultural sectors. The new 
government set up after foe ousting of Marxist military dictator 
Mengistu Haile Mariam last May had appealed for funds to help 
to rebuild foe country. Ethiopia's eastern region of Ogaden is 
stricken by drought. The countiy is also sheltering 500,000 Somali 


ALMERIA, Spain (R) — Spain on Saturday deported more than 
100 North Africans who tried to enter foe country illegally aboard 
two small fishing boats earlier in the week. A police spokesman 
sail' 106 people, including several women, were put on a ferry 
sailing from Almeria m southeast Spain to the Spanish enclave of 
Mellila on foe North African coast. From there they would be 
transported to Morocco. Two would-be immigrants drowned, 
apparently trying to swim ashore, and 110 others were detained 
alter reaching land from the two overcrowded fishing boats on 
’Thursday. They were believed to have sailed from Nador on the 
Morrocan coast. Coast guards were still searching the sea off 
Almeria for others who might have drowned. Tbe spokesman said 
four of those held were released when they were found to have 
legal permits to work in Spain. Police said 51 other illegal 
Moroccan immigrants yere captured on Friday in separate 
operations near Algedras and Tarifa on Spain’s southern coast. 


Moroccans make up about half of Spain's approximately 250,000 
legal and up to 300,000 illegal immigrants. Spain last year 
introduced a visa requirement for Moroccans. 


13 drowned when boat capsises in north Sudan 


KHARTOUM ( AP) — Thirteen persons are missing and believed 
to have drowned and another nine were saved when their boat 
capsised in foe Nile north of Khartoum, a newspaper reported 
Sunday. Al Inkaz Al Watany newspaper said foe accident took 
place in Shendi, around 130 kilometres north of Khartoum. The 
paper said authorities have warned citizens that foe missing 
bodies may appear along foe banks of foe Nile. It was not 
immediately known why the boat capsised. 


Iraq accuses U.N. inspectors of violating diplomatic 
immunity; U.N. official says incident resolved 


MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — 
Iraq accused nuclear inspectors of 
violating diplomatic immunity by 
entering foe headquarters of an 
Arab scientific council in Bagh- 
dad, but a U.N. official said 
Sunday foe incident was resolved 
amicably. 

“There was a standoff for a 
number of hours,” said Alastair 

Livingston. “It was not an awk- 
ward one this time, and foe issue 
was basically resolved amicably 
to the success of tbe two sides.” 

Mr. Livingston is regional rep- 
resentative of foe Bahrain-based 
U.N. special commission charged 
with destroying Iraq’s weapons of 
mass destruction. 

The state-run Iraqi news agen- 
cy said foe inspectors entered foe 
offices of tbe federation of Arab 
scientific research councils on Fri- 
day. 

It said the incident was 
“another proof of the inspections 
teams' violations of Security 
Council resolutions, and a de- 
liberate attempt to harm Iraq.” 

According to Mr. Livingston, 
the incident did occur Friday, tbe 
Muslim holiday when everything 


was shut down. The team was 
told, “no, you can’t come in. It 
doesn’t belong to us,” be said. 

A discussion ensued and the 
U.N. inspectors <Ed go in. Mr. 
Livingston said there was no vio- 
lence and as far as he knew, foe 
inspectors were not after any 
documents. 

“The team only wanted to view 
the facility anyway,” he said. 
Reference books say the 15- 
nation council was established in 
1976 to encourage Arab coopera- 
tion in scientific research. It also 
publishes two periodicals. 

INA said the council has di- 
plomatic immunity. 

But Mr. Livingston said this 
was a “negotiable issue” because 
signatory states must abide by the 
U.N. Charter — under which tbe 
inspectors were given authority to 
inspect Iraqi facilities — and this 
could take precedence over 
“other individual treaty obliga- 
tions by a state.” 

The 36-member team of nuc- 
lear inspectors is led by Italian 
Maurizio Zifferero of the Vienna- 
based International Atomic 
Energy Agency. It flew to Bagh- 


dad on Wednesday. 

Iraq repeatedly has been ac- 
cused of not cooperating with 
U.N. inspectors. 

Last summer, a nuclear team 
led by American David Kay was 
detained in parking lot for about 
five days when the Iraqis tried to 
recover seized documents on the 
Iraqi nuclear programme. 

The Iraqis eventually gave in. 
The experts were allowed to 
leave, taking with them caseloads 
of documents they said detailed 
Iraq’s secret nudear programme. 

J atf* last month, a group of 

U.N. chemical-weapons inspec- 
tors was jostled by a hostile 
crowd during a government- 
staged demonstration in Bagh- 
dad. 

“It is clear that foe team was 
after fabricating a row similar to 
that of David Kay,” foe Iraqi 
news agency said of foe latest 
incident. 

“Despite the fact that foe Iraqi 
side gave confirmations to tbe 
team on foe legal and diplomatic 
status of foe federation, team 
members insis ted on inspecting 
die premises.” 


The agency did not say whether 
the inspectors removed materials 
from the building » questioned 

employees. • 

The 36 -membcr team of unc- 
lear inspectors flew to Baghdad 
on Wednesday from Bahrain, re- 
gional beadquafifiis of a UN. 
commission charged with efitni- 
nating Iraq's weapons of flaw 
destruction. . . , 

On foe same day. a tnenac a] 
inspectors’ team had returned 
from a trip to Iraq and its leader, 
Hans Dieter Jopp, said foe Iraqi 
government was still trying to 
conceal information. 

Jopp. a German, said his teatr. 
was “not 100 per cent satisfied" 
with the degree of cooperation 

demonstrated by the Iraqis. He 
said experts stiD want more in- 
formation on Iraq's boflibs, bus* 
ales and munitions. During foe 
trip, team members were jostled 
by an angry Iraq 5 crowd outside 
their residence m Baghdad. 

Separately, tbe United Nations 
said Friday that Iraq may stiH 
have Scud missiles, despite inter-" 
national requirements that it des- 
troy the weapons. 


*i 

} 


Palestinians await Kuwait’s deadline 


KUWAIT (R) — ‘ Kuwait's re- 
maining Palestinians are making 
a last-ditch attempt to stay in the 
northern Gulf emirate but most 
fear a new security crackdown 
after a residency permit deadline 
expires next Saturday. 

Diplomats say Kuwait’s 
Palestinian community has dwin- 
dled to between 30,000 and 
40,000 — less than a tenth of its 
size prior to Iraq’s Aug. 2, 1990 
invasion. 

Kuwait has set a Feb. 15 target 
for all foreigners to begin proces- 
sing their residence permits. The 
final deadline has been extended 
by five months to tbe end of May 
but what will happen in between 
is not dear. 

Officials say no punitive action 
will be taken prior to June 1, but 
warn that non-Kuwaitis without 
application receipts may be ques- 
tioned at checkpoints after Feb. 
15. 

“We don’t know what is going 
to happen, we are just waiting to 
see bow the situation develops,” 


said a 45-year-old Palestinian 
storekeeper who asked not to be 
identified. 

“But we’re afraid of another 
crackdown after the 15th. We’re 
living on our nerves, we’re afraid 
to go out at night.” 

Kuwait says it intends to make 
its estimated 600,000 nationals a 
majority in their own country. 
The government does not want 
the population level to rise much 
above its present level of 1.5 
million — half its pre-crisis total. 

Arabs of nationalities viewed 
by Kuwait as a security threat — 
Jordanian, Yemeni, Sudanese 
and Pales tinian — have sent pass- 
ports home to remove foe banned 
“Arab affairs” stamp which was 
required during the seven-month 
Iraqi occupation. 

Most are scuttling around to 
collect the five separate Kuwaiti 
signatures needed for an interior 
ministry document confirming 
they stood % against Iraq and 
helped Kuwaiti families during 


the crisis. 

But the unwelcome Arabs — 
many Hingin g to foe only home 

they have known — say they have 
little hope of acceptance. 

“We will try until the very end, but we 
know there is no future for ns 
in Kuwait — even if you get 
residency, your dignity is gone,” 
a 26-year-old Palestinian chemist 
said. 


left, leaving male breadwinners 
behind. 

There is no reliable estimate 
for the number of other un- 
wanted Arab nationalities left in 
Kuwait. Kuwaiti men married to 
Iraqi wives are usually able to 
sponsor their spouses but Kuwaiti 
women with Iraqi husbands are in 
limbo. 


“I have to leave because I 
could not get my indemnities 
until I had an exit stamp in my 
passport,” a 30-year-old typist 
who was fired from his govern- 
ment post said. 

Most Palestinians lost their 
jobs m retaliation for Palestine 
Liberation Organisation per- 
ceived sympathy for Iraq and the 
support some Palestinians gave 
Iraqi soldiers during the crisis. 
Many fled during the occupation 
and were not allowed to return. 

Those who remain are the 
poorer people who have few op- 
tions. Women and children have 


The government is also trying 
to figure out what to do with foe 
festering political problem of foe 
emirate's statelss Arabs (bedmu) 
who used to fill the ranks of tU 
police and army. 

Kuwait’s partially-elected 
national council is studying foe 
issue and has hinted it will find a 
solution before June. 


Iran calls 
for better 
ties with 
Gulf Arab 
neighbours 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Iran's 
President Hashemi Rafsanjani 
met with foe United Arab Emi- 
rates defence minister. Sheikh 
Mohammad Bin Rashid Ad Mak- 
toum. on Sunday and expressed a 
readiness to improve relations 
with neighbouring countries. 

Tehran Radio, monitored in 
Cyprus, quoted Sheikh Moham- 
mad as praising “Iran’s principled 
stand and its role in maintaining 
peace and security in the region.” 

Rafsanjani, during the meeting 
in Tehran, expressed Iran’s wish' 
to improve relations with all Mus- 
lim and neighbouring countries, 
tbe radio said. 

Tbe Iranian president has been 
trying to forge closer ties with foe 
conservative Arab monarchies 
along Gulf shores. The United 
Arab Emirates traditionally has 
maintained cordial ties with Iran. 


The Gulf Arab states have 
been debating inconclusively 
moves toward setting op a joint 
security structure in the wake of 
foe Gulf war. Iran has said it 
wants to be part of these arrange- 
ments, but so for it has not been 
invited to participate. 

Tehran radio also quoted Raf- 
sanjani as calling for more coop- 
eration. 


Saddam’s opponents divided 


DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) — Ira- 
qi opposition groups remained 
divided this week over tbe future 
shape of government in Iraq in 
foe event of the downfall of Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein. 

Participants said tbe problem 
blocked agreement on tbe date 
and venue of a long-awaited 
general congress that was sup- 
posed to map out a unified 
strategy for toppling die presi- 
dent. 

The talks, which began 
Wednesday, have attracted rep- 
resentatives of 25 different fac- 
tions. These include Kur dish 
guerrillas demanding autonomy 
in northern Iraq, Shiite Muslims 
seeking an Islamic state and for- 
mer army officers 'advocating a 
liberal cental government in 


The meeting coincided with 
reports from Washington that 
President Bush has secretly au- 
tbditied stepped-up covert activ- 
ity to bring about Saddam’s 
downfall. And U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker said that Presi- 
dent Saddam is in a weaker posi- 
tion than he has been since his 
defeat in foe Gulf war a year ago. 

Bush’s top-secret authorisa- 
tion, according to a government 
source in Washington, allows the 
CLA to engage in such activities 
as propaganda broadcasts and ex- 
panded contacts with Iraqi 
opposition groups. 

Hie U.S. administration sees 
an potential opening for stirring 
up anti-Saddam efforts based on 
what could be growing internal 
unrest, said foe administration 


official who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

Kurdish leader Ali Sanjari.told 
reporters after the fourth day of 
talks in Syria that a military coup 
was die only plausible solution, 
given the state of disarray in 
opposition ranks. 

“The only force qualified to 
play a decisive role in this direc- 
tion is the Iraqi military,” be said. 

He said contacts with some 
segments of the Iraqi military 
“are continuous and the Iraqi 
opposition presence within the 
ranks of foe military is well- 
established.” But he would give 
no details. 

Sanjari said the Kurdish Front, 
a coalition grouping the largest 
guerrilla factions in northern 
Iraq, bad made its aims in post- 
Saddam Iraq dear — autonomy 
for the 3.5 milljon ethnic minority 


Little done to curb 


Afghan opium 


KABUL (R) — The international 
community is doing little or no- 
thing to combat increasing opium 
production in Afghanistan, a 
senior United Nations official 
said on Saturday. 

The b ead of the U.N. drug 
programme in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, Christo f Conrad, said 
large areas of Afghan valleys wee 
cultivated with opium poppies 
last year for tbe first time. 

‘The U.N. estimates that dur- 
ing the past two or three years 


foere has been an enormous iz 
prease in the production of optu 
m Afghanistan.'* he said in a 
interview. 


year the United Natioi 
5®!^ Afghanistan grew abot 
4,000 tonnes of opium to becoir 
the world’s biggest producer. 

The world body estimates tk 
o per cent of heroin consumed i 
Europe is made from opiui 

£*’ 0Wn Afghanistan and neigi 
touring Pakistan. 


i * 


The bedoun — whose numbers 
have fallen by half to about 
100,000 — will not be affected by 
foe Feb. 15 deadline. 

But like the Palestinians, most 
have lost their jobs and have been 
sitting at home idle since libera- 
tion last February. 


'5? 


and a federal system of govern- 
ment. 

But “there has been no exp ftoi 
answer to that from the others.” 
an indication they differed with 
foe Kurds. 

That leaves the Kurds in a 
difficult position. If they attended 
the proposed congress^ it would 
mean foe end of a dialogue begun 
last year with President Saddam 
over autonomy plans in the 
north, he explained. 

Although foe negotiations have 
made no progress, the contact has 
at least relieved some of the 
sufferings of the Kurdish popular 
lion. r - 

President Saddam's answer to 
foe off-and-on Kurdish rebellion 
in northern Iraq in recent year* 
has been a halt in food, fuel and 
other basic supplies which come 
from Baghdad. 
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noon, the effect of the depression xriS 
decrease gradually. Winds will be 
westerly moderate. In Aqaba, it will be 
doudy and rainy at times. Winds wiU 
be southerly fresh and seas rough. 

MSnJMax. temp. 

Amman -2 / 2 

Aqaba 6/12 

Deserts - 3/3 

Jordan Valley 2/7 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 3, Aqaba 15. Humidity readings; 
Amman 99 per cent, Aqaba 44 per 
cent. 
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Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Qvil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by tbe Department of 
Meteorology. 


The depression which affected Jor- 
dan Sunday and which was centred 
over the Kingdom will move slowiy to 
the east. As a result, it will reman 
arid, doudy and rainy, and snow wiU 
continue to hU oa areas with an 
elevation of 350 metre* and more. By 
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Culture Ministry plans stepped-up 


campaign to promote writers, artists 




AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Culture will publish 24 
books written by Jordanian au- 
thors this year, will continue to 
issue a series of Jordanian nation- 
al heritage publications and will 
reprint works byjordanian poets, 
of the 1940s and 1950s writers and 
others, according to Minister of 
Culture Mahmoud A1 Samra. 

The ministry's plans for this 
year also take into account cultu- 
ral festivals, including plays, to be 
staged in Jordan and other places 
in the Arab World, said the 
minister. These programmes in- 
dude children's plays in Septem- 
ber and the ministry has prepared 
plays for the event, said the 
minister. 

With reference to cultural 
events abroad, the minister said 
that Jordan will organise a Jorda- 
nian cultural event in Muscat, 
Oman, in May of this year. The 
10-day event is designed to orient 
the Omani public on Jordanian 
cultural activities and movements 
and to bolster cultural ties be- 
tween Oman and Jordan, the 
minister noted. 

He said that the Omani event 
will indude folklore perform- 
ances representing different parts 
of Jordan like Fuheis and Maan 
as well as poetry readings, cultu- 


ral seminars and book exhibi- 
tions. In addition, exhibitions of 
handicrafts and national cos- 
tumes will also be presented. 

' The Ministry of Culture, Dr. 
Samra said, is taking part in the 
Seville Expo of 1992 and the first 
pan- Arab Children Festival to be 
held in September. 

The minister said that the 
country has 75 different literary 
dubs and league associations as 
well as folkloric troupes. The 
ministry has allocated funds to 
help finance part of their prog- 
rammes and to supervise their 
activities this year, he said. 

Dr. Samra said that the Minis- 
try of Culture will continue to 
support the literary movement in 
the Kingdom and will offer 
awards for distinguished literary 
works this year. The ministry 
plans to announce dates for 
nominations of those wishing to 
win the state's awards and com- 
mittees to evaluate the competi- 
tors work in June of this year. Dr. 
Samra said. 

Once the works of art and 
literary writings have been sub- 
mitted, they will be reviewed by 
the committees and the names of 
the winners will be announced by 
Nov. 14 on His Majesty King 
Hussein's birthday, said the 


minister. 

He said that plans have been 
prepared to develop art, music 
and national songs and dancing as 
well as stage acting through a 
special centre for fine arts which 
is operating under the ministry's 
supervision. Dr. Samra said that 
students of ar least 14 years of age 
and above will be accepted at the 
fine arts training centre and will 
receive training free of charge. 

Dr. Samra noted that his minis- 
try was embarking on a scheme of 
amending present legislations and 
cultural regulations governing 
cultural activities. The ministry 
bas already submitted to the 
Council of Ministers a draft law 
on foe Jordanian Artists Associa- 
tion and it is hoped that the law 
would be endorsed soon. He said 
that the law provides for the 
protection of writers' work and 
boosts the literary movement in 
Jordan. 

Dr. Samra announced that the 
ministry was preparing studies 
and designs for a new national 
library where historic and literary 
documents and other precious 
treasures could be preserved. The 
national library, he said, would 
be set up during 1992 between the 
Seventh and the Eighth circles of 
Jabal Amman at foe cost of JD 



Mahmoud A1 Samra 


150.000. 

At the same time, the ministry 
is going ahead with plans to pub- 
lish foe 1991 national bibliogra- 
phy in cooperation with the Jor- 
dan Library Association, the 
m i nis ter said. In addition, the 
ministry has made plans this year 
to hold a series of seminars at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (RCC) to 
discuss a host of socio-economic, 
administrative, cultural and intel- 
lectual issues. 

The Ministry of Culture's 1992 
budget totals JD 1.041 million to 
cover all the ministry’s activities 
and capital and current expenses. 


WINTER WONDERLAND 



Saudia resumes flights to Jordan 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Saudia, the Saudi 
Arabian national airline which 
halted flights to Amman in 
August of 1990, has decided to 
resume them at the rate of 
three a week starting Feb. 18, 
according to an official 
announcement Sunday. 

The announcement was 
made by Ahmad Jweiber, 
director of the Jordan Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA), 
who welcomed the move as 
“one more step in the unique 
relations in the aviation field 
between Jordan and Saudi 
Arabia since their signing of 
Air Transport Agreement of 
1956.” 

The first Saudia flight will 
take place Feb. 18 with the 
arrival in Amman of one of 
Saudia's aircraft at 1 p.m. from 
Riyadh. Mr. Jweiber said that 
the Riyadh-Amman flight will 


continue at the rate of one a 
week while Saudia's flights 
from Jeddah to Amman will 
operate at the rate of two a 
week. 

Royal Jordanian (RJ). the 
national airline, has not stop- 
ped its flights to Saudi Arabia 
since the Gulf war ended in 
February 1991, Mr. Jweiber 
noted. During the war. Gulf 
states, including Saudi Arabia, 
closed their airfields to most 
commercial traffic. 

The Saudi move was wel- 
comed by Jordan as a sign of 
improving relations after the 
end of the Gulf crisis. Minister 
of Information Mahmoud A1 
Sharif was quoted by Reuters 
as saying: “We think it is -a 
small step in this direction and 
we welcome it of course." 

In a telephone interview, 
Ahmad Jweiber told the Jor- 
dan Times that Jordan did not 
influence the Saudi decision. 

“It was their own decision to 


stop the flights at the rime of 
the Gulf crisis and now it was 
their own decision to resume 
it,” he pointed out. 

He noted that in the past. 
Saudia flew 5 rimes a week to 
Amman and he hoped that the 
number of flights would reach 
that level again soon. 

Asked about the economic 
aspects of the resumption of 
bilateral air links, Mr. Jweiber 
said he was unable to give 
accurate information, especial- 
ly as to what was Saudia's 
market share of its flights to 
Jordan. 

Saudia officials in Amman 
did not answer telephone calls 
Sunday afternoon possibly be- 
cause the offices were closed 
because of the snowstorm in 
Amman. 

The latest Saudi move fol- 
lowed other steps aimed at 
relaxing a ban on contacts, 
imposed on Jordan during the 
Gulf crisis. 


On On. 16 last year, Saudi 
Arabia allowed Jordanian 
commercial trucks to enter its 
territory, ending a 13 -month 
ban. 

Because of Jordan’s support 
for Iraq. Riyadh imposed 
travel restrictions on Jorda- 
nians. withdrew its ambassador 
to Amman and cut off oil 
supplies. It declined to renew 
work permits of Jordanians, 
forcing them to leave when the 
permits expired. 

Jordanian officials have said 
privately that hopes for a sub- 
stantial improvement in rela- 
tions with conservative Gulf 
stale led by Saudi Arabia 
appeared to have beer, ill- 
founded. 

"There has been very little 
positive response, particularly 
from Saudi Arabia, to Jordan’s 
overtures and indirect di- 
plomatic mediation,” a senior 
Jordanian official said recent- 
ly, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 


JEA presidency expected 
to be hotly contested 


Budget allows for 
almost 9,000 new jobs 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Although seven 
veteran engineers have nomin- 
ated themselves for the presiden- 
cy of the Jordan Engineers Assen- 
tation (JEA) in the elections to 
be held on Feb. 21. more are 
expected to announce their 
nominations shortly. 

The candidates are Farouk 
Abu Innab, Hosni Abu Ghieda, 
Ziyad Abu Shamsieh. Rida A1 
Shbonl, Yusra At Barghouthi, 
Fakhri Abu Shakra and Abdul 
Fattah Touqan. 

The incumbent president. 
Ismail Brewish, was expected to 
announce he would seek another 
term in foe coining week, accord- 
ing to JEA sources. 

The engineers have grouped 
themselves into two factions: The 
White Faction, grouping the 


Islamists, and the Green Faction, 
grouping the leftists and others. 
Eight engineers have nominated 
themselves for JEA board mem- 
bership. 

One of the approximately 
1,000 unemployed engineers told 
the Jordan Times that his group 
will demand a change in the JEA 
principles and programmes so as 
to ensure the employment of the 
largest number of unemployed 
engineers. 

Another engineer demanded 
that JEA fun& be invested in 
income-generating projects and 
schemes designed to employ 
more engineers. These demands, 
he said, will be presented to the 
new board which is to serve for 
the next two years. 

Tliey said that if the Feb. 21 
election sessions prove inconclu- 
sive for not meeting the quorum, 
voting will continue on the 
second day. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A total of 
8,939 new jobs will be created 
with the implementation of the 
new government offices manning 
table which was approved by the 
Council of Ministers at a regular 
meeting Saturday evening. 

These jobs will be distributed 
at the following rates to various 
government branches: the Minis- 
try of Education-2,400, the 
Health Ministry-1 ,500, the Youth 
Ministry-105, the Justice 
Ministry-95, the Ministry of So- 
cial Developmenf-70, the Minis- 
try of Higher Education-66, the 
Audit Bureau-53, the Telecom- 
munications Corporation-53, the 
Customs Department-50, the In- 
come Tax Department-50, the 
Meteorology Department-46, the 
Ministry of Culture-41, the De- 
partment of I .nnfk and Survey- 
41, the Ministry of Finance-39, 


the Interior Ministry-33, the Post 
Office-35 and a total of 108 posts 
at a number of other depart- 
ments. 

The jobs were created on the 
basis of the 1992 fiscal budget 
approved by Parliament accord- 
ing to a statement following the 
Cabiner meeting. It said that in 
the 1992 fiscal budget there will 
be 110.670 posts in government 
offices, up from the 102.793 in 
the past fiscal year. 

The Council of Ministers re- 
quested various departments to 
speed np the necessary procedure 
connected with the appointment 
of new persons in their jobs, a 
process which, it said, has to stop 
by Oct. 31. so that the general 
budget department can prepare 
the new table for the 1993 fiscal 
budget. 


Council decides to 
stop issuing licences 
for new univesities 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Higher 
Education Council has decided to 
stop issuing farther licences to 
anyone wishing to set up private 
community colleges or universi- 
ties in Jordan. 

A statement Sunday said that 
foe council, meeting nnder the 
chairmanship of Minister of 
Higher Education Awad 
Khleifat, decided that no more 
licences will be issued for such 
institutions until further notice. 

The statement, however, said 
that the council might issue a 
licence in the future for the crea- 
tion of higher educational institu- 


tions in gove morales \vhich lack 
any of them. 

According to the statement, 
the council discussed the question 
of licencing colleges and universi- 
ties in light of the current number 
of community colleges and uni- 
vesities and their distribution 
around foe Kingdom. 

The statement voiced the coun- 
cil’s determination to see that all 
the existing private universities 
have their own permanent facul- 
ties, with teachers employed on a 
permanent basiss and not merely 
seconded by other universities. It 
said that private universities 


should not rely on temporary 
faculties but should rather build 
their own staff and assign mem- 
bers of various faculties to ac- 
quire higher degrees to be eligible 
for their profession. 

The council also dedicated part 
of its discussion to undergraduate 
and post graduate students in 
private universities as well as the 
subjects taught m the private 
colleges and universities. Special 
care was given to those specialisa- 
tions which already exist in offi- 
cial universities which uiro out 
graduates with similar degrees of 
little demand by the local market. 



Awad Khleifat 


The statement said that gra- 
duating a large number of stu- 
dents with similar degrees with 
poor prospects for employment 
can only further compund the 
unemployment problem in Jor- 
dan. 


Organisation to 
help poor in south 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Hu- 
man Appeal International 
Organisation announced Sun- 
day that it will distribute relief 
supplies and food to the people 
■ of southern Jordan affected by 
foe snowstorm in the past two 
months. 

A spokesman for the orga- 
nisation said that foe distribu- 
tion, which will start Monday, 
will include food supplies, 
medicines and blankets be- 
nefiting the need people of foe 
south. 

The organisation's spokes- 
man, Adham Sirhan, said that 
the organisation, which was 
established in 1981 in the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates, has estab- 
lished branches around foe 
world including Jordan's 
branch which was set up in 


1989 to offer services to the 
needy people. 

Mr. Sirhan said that the aid 
-is distributed to people suffer- 
ing from the effects of natural 
disasters and other emergen- 
cies. Furthermore, the orga- 
nisation finances projects like 
road building, drilling of arte- 
sian wells, building clinics and 
schools and mosques in poor 
villages and gives care to 
orphans until foe age of 18, 
Mr. Sirhan noted. 

He said that foe organisa- 
tion's funds come from donors 
from Arab and foreign coun- 
tries and through income- 
generating projects. He said 
that foe organisation has been 
cooperating with Jordanian 
charitable institutions. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Jordan, France discuss cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Information Minister Mahmoud A1 Sharif 
received Sunday French Ambassador to Jordan Denis Bouchard 
and discussed with him bilateral relations between Jordan and 
France. Mr. Sharif and Mr. Bouchard also discussed cooperation 
in the field of information, particularly regarding foe exchange of 
television and radio programmes in addition to news letters. 

AK Bashir ready for emergencies 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director of A1 Bashir Government Hospital 
Suheil A1 Kayad said Sunday foe hospital's emergency unit was 
supplied with all the needed facilities and equipment to enable it 
to receive emergency cases in foe prevailing weather conditions. 
Dr. Kayed said the hospital had assigned eight vehicles to get 
employees at the hospital from their homes. He added that the 
hospital had prepared an emergency plan for all its sections and 
units in preparation for any case. ~ 


House meetings again postponed 

AMMAN (Petra) — For the second time within one week 
snowstorms have postponed meetings by foe Upper and Lower 
Houses of Parliament. Speaker of the Upper House Ahmad A1 
Lawzi decided to postpone foe House’s session, which was 
scheduled for Monday morning, till further notice. Lower House 
Speaker Abdul Latif Arabiyat also postponed foe House's Sunday 
meeting for a date to be announced later. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

Tbe following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

Exhibition by Iraqi artist Salma Al AHaq at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

* Exhibition of drawings by the French school's kindergarten 
children at the French Cultural Centre. 

* Exhibition of oB and water colour paintings by Tete WegeHns, 
Lucy Marto, Hada Bitar and Jennifer Bowfcer at Alia Art 
Gallery — opening ceremony at &30 p.m. 

ft Graphic art exhibition by Sadck Kwaish at Baladna Art 
Gallery, Gardens Street — opening ceremony at 6 p.nu 

THEATRE 

☆ Arabic pby entitled “Who’s There?" at foe Royal Cnhnral 
Centre — 8 p.m. 

FILM 

☆ French fihn entitled “Tbesese" at foe French Cultural Centre 
— 8 p.m. 


☆ 


☆ 


LECTURE 

Lecture about the excavation works at Pefla by Stenten 
Bonrke of the University ofSydney at foe American Centre fbr 
Oriental Research (ACOR) — 7 p.m, w 

Symposium 


nuuse V* rmuuaon at me Scientific and Cnttnnd Centro «r 
Abdnl Hameed Shaman Foundation — • 6 p^ncL* ^ C ™ re 
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Lessors made of snow 

SEVERAL YEARS ago, in some winter in the mid-eighties, 
a severe snowstorm sneaked through the gates of global 
warming, hitting Britain so hard that the British were 
furious. The Brits did not object so much to an act of God: 
they merely directed their fury at their weathermen who, 
according to newspaper headlines at the time, had “bong- 
led” it, having failed to predict the onset of the storm. 

Among the complaints heard a gains t weather conditions 
this winter in Jordan, there are only a few directed at oar 
Meteorological Department. So confident has the director of 
that department grown in his job in fact that he is now 
. travelling abroad, leaving his assistants to bold the fort for 
him, eveii in the middle of the new storm that hit yesterday 
and which is likely to continue today and maybe beyond. 

The acting director did issue a statement Friday warning 
of new rain and snow. The statement, however, was so brief 
and vague that the Jordan Times’ weather editor at least 
understood it to mean something else. “Kingdom to get 
short breather from rains, snow,” declared the headline of 
the weather story in yesterday's newspaper. No sooner had 
the editorial staff started to reach the newspaper offices, 
having experienced extreme difficulties getting here follow- 
ing the accumulation of snow in the morning, than the 
search earnestly began in order to see just who bungled it: 
tiie weatherman in charge or the editor in question. The 
conclusion was that the newspaper did bungle it, but not 
without sizeable help from the acting director. True the 
latter had warned of rain and snow (on hilly areas, i.e. 
above 800 metres), bat he did not talk of a new “snow- 
storm” that in the final analysis might have turned out to be 
as severe as that of last week, the week before and several 
weeks earlier and so on literally. 

In admitting our not infallible coverage of the weather, 
and apologising to our readers for the misleading headline 
yesterday, we would like to stress that the change of dimafe, 
which is universally called the “weather,” is not the issue 
here. What is more important to talk about is bow we 
Jordanians have interacted with it. To this end, we dte both 
positive and negative experiences. 

On the minus side, some of our people have insisted on 
ignoring their civic duties and sense, and there was no 
substantial effort made to remind them of it. Those people 
who went to buy bread worth four or five dinars, depriving 
others of the chance to buy just a kilogramme or two (worth 
only a few hundred fils) for their families, evidently did not 
understand or want to understand that the Kingdom needed 
their individual contribution, no matter how small, for the 
benefit of the whole country. 

On the plus side, some people have learned the virtues of 
good judgement, at least by learning not to trust the 
weather, especially in a winter like this one. Here is one 
small example. 

The speaker of the Lower House of Parliament had to 
postpone the House’s regular session last Wednesday 
because of the snowstorm that had hit a day earlier. At the 
same time, be designated yesterday for the meeting. Little 
did he know that a new blizzard would hit us Sunday, and 
little did he care to know it might just happen. 

In deciding to postpone the session yet another time, the 
speaker yesterday issued a new kind of statement. “The 
House’s next meeting will be announced later,” he said in it. 
The speaker of the Upper House did likewise, reflecting in 
their decisions a sort of political maturity that hardly existed 
only a week earlier. 

Stay home folks if you do not need to get out for work or 
any other argent matter. You will not miss much if you do 
not read this editorial. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AL RAT daily commented on statements by U.S. President 
George Bush in which he expressed his deep hatred towards Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein and said that Washington had earlier 
voiced its total hostility towards Iraq and the Iraqi leader through 
its aggression last year and through its continued embargo. The 
hostile campaign launched by the U.S. president is a continuation 
of the war on the Iraqi people whose children, women and the 
sick face death because of it and because of the U.S.-led plots that 
continue under the U-N. umbrella, said the paper. It said that Mr. 
Bush is trying to exploit the Gulf war and the victories of the 
allied forces in crushing the military might of the Iraqi leader to 
benefit his election campaign in order to win another mandate at 
the White House. Indeed. Mr. Bush is racing against time to win 
the voters' support in the coming election and is coupling his 
hostile campaign against the Iraqi president with continued 
conspiracies with London and Paris against the Iraqi population, 
said the paper. Mr. Bush, like John Major and other Western 
leaders, believe that the more brutal they appear towards their 
enemies the more popularity they win among the voters, the 
paper added. We wonder what honour such men can get and what 
fame in history they will have as a result of their atrocities and 
their lust for killing innocent civilians, the paper said. It said that 
these leaders believe that they can find solutions to their own 
countries’ problems through further acts of terrorism and criminal 
behaviour. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily discussed the consequences of the 
rain and stormy season affecting Jordan citing the repeated 
landslides along the Amman-Dead Sea road. The road near 
Adasich witnesses landslides every winter season, endangering 
the travellers and causing chaos to communication, said Nsrib. 
The writer said that the road is supposed to be one of the most 
modern in Jordan, built only recently with the specifications by 
the Ministry of Public Works or by contractors acting under the 
ministry’s supervision. Nazih said tiiat those supervising the road 
construction did not give due care to the designs or the terrain as 
they embarked on their enterprise, or they cheated on the 
materials used in the construction. He said that the designers, the 
engineers, the contractors and the supervisors all share the 
responsibility for the safety of the road. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Wafeed Sadi 


Much ado about the new international disorder 


The U.N. Security Council summit held at the end of January 
came out with sweeping conclusions on how to govern the world 
in the wake of the new era that dawned after the collapse of the 
communist order. The leaders of the big five at the council spoke 
of many new interesting ideas on collective security and so-called 
preventive diplomacy. French President Francois Mitterrand 
immediately offered no less than one thousand French troops to 
man a new inernational force that is supposed to police the poorer 
comity of nations. Other countries immediately echoed similar 
sentiment, notably Hungary. Austria and Belgium. U.N. Secret- 
ary General Boutros Ghali was also instructed to submit definitive 
proposals by July 1 on how to make the U.N. system more 
effective and on ways and means to make the U.N. peacekeeping 
machinery much more potent in dealing with the new world 
situation. In the process, the council has increased its mandate 
and jurisdiction not by amending the existing Charter, which no 
one wants to touch for fear of opening a Pandora's box, but by 
libera] interpretation of tire Charter itself m favour of the 
15-member council. What is striking in this vein, is the explicit 
incorporation of human rights issues into the running agenda of 
the council. In other words, gross and systematic violations of 
human rights worldwide would no longer be confined to U.N. 
Commission on Human Rights or its subsidiary bodies, but also 
be viewed as threats to international peace and security. 

There is really nothing wrong in such an expansion of the 
domain of tire Security Council, provided a mechanism is also 
incorporated to make sure that the application of this novel 
perspective would not be conducted on an ad hoc or selective 


basis. For indeed, grave human rights violations are dear threats 
to peace and stability in the world. But given the composition of 
the council and the fact that the permanent members remain 
lukewarm to any propsal to expand its membership, there wffl 
always be fears that the scrutiny of human rights abuses would be 
conducted on a rather biased basis. 

Of all the issues dealt with by the final communique issued by 
the Security Council summit, disarmament received most of the 
attention. In this vein, both Washington and Moscow announced 
drastic reduction in their strategic nudear arsenals, which is 
obviously good news for mankind at large. What is troubling 
about the long reference to arms reductions across the board was 
the call on all nudear countries to refrain from aiding or abetting 
tiie proliferation of such weapons and other mass destruction 
arms. Of course this in line with the Non-Proliferaticra Treaty 
which the greater majority of the countries of the world 
subscribed to many years ago. The catch in this seemingly benign 
perspective is the fact that existing nudear powers would continue 
to enjoy a monopolistic control over them while depriving 
others meaning the undeveloped countries, from ever possessing 
them. For us, in the Middle East, this orientation would 
necessarily mean that Israel wfll continue to possess and develop 
nudear and thermonuclear arms in addition to other forms of 
mass destruction weapons while the other Middle East nations 
would be effectively prohibited from having the same. Had the 
Security Council (ailed on Israel as well to rid itself of such 
armament, the call for ending the proliferation of such weapons 
would hold more water. As is, the Arab countries are called upon 
to stay at the mercy and hegemony of Israel for time immemorial. 


There is obviously something lacking in ^i and 

to disarmament which makes Jt ^ai muc 

permanent ..^ruuided" hv the other bsg 

In this vein, China was | finally ra , {in2 on it to refrain 

four nudear powers to yield w .this _ ^ that do not 
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tional law and order. Yet, all signs point to 
of the new international hegemony by the haves 
nots. One can only wait with impatience for a b'sionc^correction 
of this unbalance that may take many decades before u & 
achieved. 


A new Arab order can help achieve 
progress in the region — Kabariti 


By Satemeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Warning that “De- 
sert Storm” may not be the last 
storm to hit the region, a promin- 
ent Jordanian minister has called 
on Arab states to “face realities” 
and begin to deal with “explosive 
regional issues before they esca- 
late.” 

Labour Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti, who served as acting 
foreign minister during Dr. 
Kamel Abu Jaber's absence in 
Moscow and Cyprus last week, 
and as acting Information Minis- 
ter when Mr. Mahmoud A1 Sharif 
was in Morocco the week before, 
said that attempts to isolate Jor- 
dan had preceded the Gulf crisis, 
escalating as the Kingdom turned 
into a “force of change in the 
reg ion through its democratic 
transition, pursuit of freedom and 
human rights.” . .. 

Mr. Kabariti warned that the 
failure of the Arab- Israeli peace 
negotiations may lead to “the 
consolidation of extremism, the 
strengthening of hardliners and to 
rising feelings of hatred, in addi- 
tion to a waste of resources on 
both sides.” 

Asked on the status of Jorda- 
nian coordination with Syria and 
Egypt in the context of the peace 
process, the minister said the fact 
that 11 Arab states attended the 
multilateral talks alongside Jor- 
dan, in addition to Syria’s parti- 





Abdul Karim A1 Kabariti 

dpation in the bilateral talks, was 
“indicative that there is an Arab 
commitment to the peace process 
as a whole.” He said this meant 
“there is an inter-Arab agree- 
ment on a strategic objective." 

But he pointed out that “the 
absence of a concerted plan or a 
mechanism to guide the Arabs 
through the negotiations, and the 
absence of coordination, allows 
Israel the opportunity to procras- 
tinate and delay by focusing on 
procedural matters.” 

"I saw, in the meeting which 
grouped Arab beads of delega- 
tions in Moscow, an encouraging 


beginning on the road of collec- 
tive planning towards a united 
negotiating position,” Mr. 
Kabariti said, noting that Jorda- 
man-Palestinian coordination 
should serve as “an example for 
cooperation to be emulated.” 

Jordan's concern for maintain- 
ing special relations with Syria, 
and the importance of the Egyp- 
tian role, together serve as a 
beginning towards better coor- 
dination and deeper cooperation, 
Mr. Kabariti said. “In the coming 
phase of negotiations,” he added, 
“I do sot think that differences 
over the multilateral talks will be 
a cause of friction among Arab 
states.” 

Mr. Kabariti, who is a member 
of the Lower House from Aqaba, 
said the American role in the: 
negotiations was “indispens- 
able," pointing out that Washing- 
ton had a stake in peace in the 
Middle East “due to its wish to 
see a new world order that cannot 
be established without stability 
being attained in the richest oil- 
producing region in the world.” 

He noted that while the U.S. 
“may appear closer to Israel's 
position on procedural issues, it is 
closer to the Arab position when 
it comes to substance. This is why 
we must not allow Israel the 
chance to exploit this in its 
attempts to obstruct the peace 


process. 

On what Jordan would consid- 
er a breakthrough in the negotia-i 
dons, Mr. Kabariti said: “a halt 
on settlements, and Israel's dec- 
laration of its intention to with- 
draw (from the occupied territor- 
ies) in exchange for peace.” He 
explained that the first precondi- 
tion would achieve progress in 
the bilateral talks and the second 
would achieve p rogress in the 
multilaterals. 

The minister said the failure of 
the negotiations “represents a 
setback that would lead to the 
institutionalisation of extremism 
on both sides and the prevalence 
of fanaticism and hatred, in addi- 
tion to a waste of effort and 
resources on issues that offer 
nothing in terms of security, sta- 
bility and prosperity for the re- 
gion and its peoples.” 

In contrast, a breakthrough 
would mean “security, coopera- 
tion and development, and more 
steps forward on the road to 
democracy, freedom and human 
rights ... this is how we envision a 
just and comprehensive peace.” 

A year after the liberation of 
Kuwait from Iraqi occupation, 
Jordan continues to suffer an 
isolation imposed by Gulf Arab 
states. But Mr. Kabariti said that 
the isolation preceded the Gulf 
crisis: 


“The truth of the matter is that 
our positions have consistently 
been in line with our principles 
and final goals. We do not suc- 
cumb to blackmail and we do not 
believe in fighting by proxy. We 
believe in diakmge and we fight 
to win other’s trust. For this, we 
have paid a price in blood and 
money. But when we look back, 
we only feel proud in tiie con- 
sistency of the Jordanian posi- 
tion.” 

“Right from the beginning of 
the Gulf crisis, we found no- 
tiling m it that serves our interests 
or achieve our goals, but rather a 
threat to Arab national security. 
Not for one day did we accept or 
condone the occupation of 
Kuwait, and we have never 
served as an echo to tins or that 
state. And if our belief in the 
need to restore balance to the 
distribution of wealth and 
population in tiie Arab World 
coincided with a pretext used (by 
Iraq) to justify a military action, 
tins does not mean tiiat we agree 
with the policy of tiie use of force 
to settle conflict or achieve goals 
among Arab states. And for the 
record, I would say that attempts 
to isolate Jordan preceded tiie 
occupation of Kuwait and esca- 
lated with Jordan's transition into 
a force for change on the road to 
democracy, freedom and human 


rights in the region. And because 
Jordan, despite its difficulties, 
still maintains a bright record in 
the area of democracy, freedom 
and human rights. I suspect that 
its isolation will continue for 
some time." 

On the network of regional 
alliances borne out of the GcJf 
crisis, Mr. Kabariti said such 
alliances “will remain of symbolic 
rather than real importance in the 
absence of a clear strategic vision. 

“Such alliances will not guaran- 
tee that ‘Desert Storm' will be the 
last of storms to hit the region. 
Arabs must face realities 2 nd deal 
with explosive issues nos the least 
of which is the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict. the water crisis, the imba- 
lance in the distribution of wealth 
and populations, schemes to con- 
trol Arab resources and attempts 
to marginalise the Arab role in 
the world. All this cannot he 
dealt with through emotional 
meeting and topical alliances and 
cooperation coundi. It is a test 
which requires a resumption of 
Arab- Arab dialogue with the goal 
of building a new Arab order with 
which we can face the next cen- 
tury to achieve progress for our 
peoples. A failure to do that 
means maintaining the status 
quo, marginalising the Arab posi- 
tion and more frustration, ex- 
tremism and conflicts." 


Investing in oil production needed, experts warn 


By Clare Pedrick 


LONDON — With Soviet oil 
production plummeting and 
world demand back on a strong 
upward trend fuel shortages 
could be with us again before the 
end of the decade, according to 
experts at the Centre for Global 
Energy Studies (CGES) set up by 
former Saudi Arabian oil minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Yamani. 

Forecasters at the centre paint 
a grim picture of tiie future if 
urgent steps are not taken to fund 
new investment in oil exploration 
and production, and to find a 
lasting solution to the political 
problems of the Middle East. 
They predict that global energy 
demand, which fell dramatically 
after prices soared in the late 
1970s and early 1980s, will rise 
steadily until at least the end of 
this century. 

Dr. Alirio Parra, senior advisor 
to Sheikh Yamani at tiie centre 
and the former managing director 
of Petroleos de Venezuela for 
Europe, says he believes demand 
will increase at a rate of about 
one million barrels per day each 
year for the foreseeable fiiture. 
The 13-member cartel OPEC 
(Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries) is currently 
pumping 23.6 million barrels per 
day. 

Extra production to cope with 
the increased demand will mainly 
fave to come from the Gulf 
region, says Dr. Parra. And the 
Gulf crisis dearly pointed up the 
risks of instability in that region 
and the potential economic havoc 
it can wreak on the rest of the 
world. "Such a strong reliance on 
a single area the question of 
supply security within a new poli- 
tical dimension, and poses a ma- 
jor challenge for Internationa] 
cooperation,” said Dr. Parra. • 

At the Knightsbridge offices of 
the CGES, furnished with anti- 
ques, many of them from the 
persona] collection of Sheikh 


Yamani, “cooperation” is the key 
word. If there is to be any stabil- 
ity in world energy supplies and 
prices, oil producers and consum- 
ers must start talking, say CGES 
staff. After years of exactly the 
opposite situation, a new era of 
dialogue may seem unlikely. But, 
says Dr. Parra, it is the only way 
forward. “Without this, we are 
condemned to relive the turbu- 
lence of the last 20 years,” he 
explained. “We will have periods 
of feast and famine, surpluses and 
then periods of great shortages, 
like we did in the 1970s wnen 
prices shot up. I think it is in 
everybody's interest to avoid 
that.” “Energy is a commodity of 
vast strategic and political im- 
portance,” he added, “oil affects 
everybody. It certainly affects the 
living standards of the producers, 
bat violent, harmful price fluctua- 
tions also affect the world's mar- 
kets and inflation rates.” 

In concrete terms. Dr. Parra 
and bis colleagues at the CGES 
want to see discussion at policy 
and technical level between oil 
producing and consumer nations, 
and the giant oil corporations. 
They believe the industrialised 
nations, which are the major con- 
sumers, should be freer with 
transfers of technology and man- 
agement skills, often badly lack- 
ing in the petroleum-producing 

countries. This would improve 
production, lessen risks of en- 
vironmental damage and help en- 
sure a stable supply of energy f° r 
the future, says Dr. Parra. Prices 
too need to be stabilised, but not 
by price-fixing. “Price-fixing is 
part of history,” said the 
Venezuelan-born oil executive. 
“I think what most producers and 
consumers are interested in 
attaining is a. reasonable price 
which will allow investment to 
flow in and which will not reduce, 
consumption.” The ideal, says 
Dr. Parra, would be what he calls 
a “happy medium.” 

At the London energy centre, 
experts have calculated an opti- 
mum figure of around $18 per 


42-gallon barrel. The current 
price is close to that — $18.70. 
“A higher price, up about $25, 
would probably cause a surplus 
and constrain demand,” said Dr. 
Parra. “A price that is too low 
would reduce the possibilities for 
exploration, and increase de- 
mand.” That is exactly what hap- 
pened when, faced with tiie price 
slump of the 1980s, producer 
nations cut back on investment 
and refurbishment. 

Now, warn oO experts, because 
of other financial constraints, 
most producers are still not plow- 
ing in the funds that are needed 
to ensure foture supplies. “We 
talk about surpluses of supplies, 
but the real problem may be 
shortages as we get into the de- 
cade,” said Dr. Parra. “If you are 
not continually investing, you are 
condemning yourselves to lower 
capacity later on. That is the 
major problem of the 1990s.” 

The Soviet Union, the world’s 
largest petroleum producer with a 
potential for a far greater output, 
is the classic example. Misman- 
agement and outdated technolo- 
gy have helped push production 
down from 12 million barrels a 
day four years ago to a current 
daily output of 10.5 million, with 
predictions that it will foil still 
further, by an annual average of 
five to seven per cent in the 
coming years. A report published 
by the CGES and based on a 
study by a team of Soviet experts 
calculates that the USSR need to 
drill more than 11,000 new wells 
in 1992 if H is to stem the foil in 
output Their pipeline system is 
in a shambles, the pipes are cor- 
roded. They have had no prog- » 
ramme for replacement and re- 
furbishment,” noted Dr. Parra. 

But Gulf producers are also 
lagging behind in investment, and 
financing is becoming more and 
more of a problem. “There are 
few producing countries, possibly 
not more than one or two, which 
do not have severe financial con- 
straints,” said Dr. Parra. “As 
finds become smaller, deeper. 


more difficult, or are located in 
remote areas, costs will rise.” 
The CGES has estimated that in 
the Gulf area alone, tiie costs, 
excluding war damage, of finding 
and developing an additional five 
mfilion barrels per day of net new 
capacity could add up to more 
than $70 billion. “That is a mas- 
sive amount of money,” said Dr. 
Parra. “And I doubt if it is 
available.” 

Even if investment policies 
were to change overnight, the 
effects would not be seen until 
the dawn of the new century. In 
the Soviet Union, a handful of 
Western companies have signed 
joint venture deals and more are 
poised to clinch similar agree- 
ments. But upheavals after tiie 
foiled coup have put plans back at 
least six months, say oil experts, 
and the injection of foreign funds 
and know-how wfll come too late 
to serve any purpose this decade. 

“Oil needs a long-term plan- 
ning period,” said Dr. Parra. 
“Between exploring and produc- 
ing, there is a lag of seven to ten 
years, so unless yon have a hori- 
zon in front of you, and reason- 
able expectations of stability, you 
may not invest what you should. 
That’s why we should be talking. 
You’ve got to talk, you’ve got to 
discuss, you've got to set the rales 
of the game. You've got to agree 
on what the future anil Look like.” 

The London Centre for Global 
Energy Studies was established to 
do just that. It aims to serve as a 
forum for discussion between 
parties which in the past have 
found themselves opposite 
siefes. Dialogue atefteooperation 
are two tenets dear to Sheikh 
Yamani, who regards the centre 
as one of his favourite projects. 
He flies in regularly to monitor its 
progress and has promised fund- 
ing for at least five years. After 
that,' be has said ‘it should be- 
come seif-financing, through the 
sale of reports and other con- 
sultatroa services. - 

As well as organising seminars 
and publishing bi-monthly re- 


ports, the CGES fosters research 
into the economic, environmental 
and political implications of the 
energy issue. A Japanese resear- 
cher recently arrived on a fel- 
lowship to study the fast changing 
Far East energy market. Said Dr. 
Parra: “It’s actually more than a 
market — - (it has) production, 
demand. It's changing structural- 
ly, demand is growing fast, the 
companies themselves are chang- 
ing, the laws governing develop- 
ment are changing and there is a 
possibility that the market may 
bold tiie key to future demand.” 

Launched in January 1990, the 
centre's timing was fortuitous, or, 
in Dr. Parra's opinion, perfect. 
Within six months, the Guff crisis 
had erupted, and the energy 
question had once more been 
thrust to the fore of world lead- 
ms’ agendas. Hie subject of the 
first annual conference was hur- 
riedly changed to address the 
Iraq- Kuwait crisis. This year’s 
conference, scheduled to be held 
Sept 23 and 24 in London — the 
same dates are OPEC’s annual 
•congress in Geneva — will 

address the need for lasting peace 

and oil security. 

In the short term, the problem 
will be how to control the reentry 
of Kuwait and Iraq into the oil 
producing market, and ensure 
they do not produce dangerous 
surpluses, which could then lead 
to a foil in prices, says CGES 
experts. 

Btti.in tiie longer term, the 
conflict has highlighted the need 
for greater stability. In that sense, 
the Golf crisis has had a positive 
outcome, says Dr. Parra. He says 
it had acted as a catalyst, forcing 
governments and people to reas- 
sess tiie future in the fields of 
politics, economy and energy. 
“War brings change, and I think 
there has to be a du»np fo 
thinking,” he said. “For that 
change to coalesce and be trans- 
lated into practical decision takes 
time.” 

There are already signs tiiat 
some progress has been made. 
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A planetary mistake 


;77>e following article is a United 
'•Rations Children's Food (UN - 
'.(CEF) news feature. 


pNE of the greatest mistakes of 
')ur times is the failure to realise 
lie potential of- family planning 
'.xa improving the quality of life 
\yo earth, according to the 1992 
'state of the World's Children 
leport from UNICEF. “Family 
; fanning -could bring more be- 
vjefits to more people at less cost 
iian any other single ‘tedmotogy’ 

, now available to the human 
‘race, 1 * says the report, “and it is 
not widely .appreciated that this 
mold stOl be true even if there 


.were no such tiling as a popula- 
. ion proUem.” 

• Approximately 500,000 women 
1 He every year from causes re- 
lated to pregnancy and giving 
birth, and approximately 13 mil- 
Bon children die each year before 
lieaching the age of five. Many, 
perhaps most, of those deaths 
occur when births are spaced less 
.than two years apart, or when 
there have been four or more 
previous births' or when the 
mother is younger than 18 or 
older than 35. The well-informed 
timing and spacing of births, says 
the report, could therefore save 
the lives of buudreds of 
thousands of young women and 
many millions of young children 
every year. 


Quality of life 

The report shows that family 
planning can have a profound 
effect on the quality of life as weU 
as on the quantity of death. It can 
relieve women of the physical and 
mental burdens of having too 
many children too dose together. 
And it can give them more time 
for education and training, for 
child care and com munity activi- 
ties, for their own personal de- 


velopment, and for the “rest and 
leisure which are virtually un- 
known to millions of women in 
the developing world today.” 

Fewer and more widely spaced 
births would also improve ’ the 
lives of hundreds of millions of 
the world’s children. The in- 
cidence and severity of malnutri- 
tion would drop sharply and the 
overall quality of child care would 
also rise as parents invest more of 
their time, energy, and money in 
bringing up a smaller number of 
children. 

One of the goals agreed on at 
the 1990 World Summit for Chil- 
dren was that, by the year 2000, 
all couples should have “informa- 
tion on the importance of re- 
sponsible planning of family 
and the many advantages of child 
spacing to avoid pregnancies that 
are too early, too late, too many 
or too frequent'* This agree- 
ment, signed by the representa- 
tives of 159 nations including 71 
presidents and prime ministers, 
should mark the beginning of a 
renewed commitment to family 
planning, says UNICEF. 

Because family planning has 
such a profound effect on mater- 
nal and child health, says the 
organisation’s Executive Director 
James Grant, it could also boost 
progress towards many of the 
other year 2000 goals adopted at 
the summit — inducting a one- 
third reduction in child deaths, a 
halving of child malnutrition, a 
halving of maternal mortality, 
and a reduction in the incidence 
of low birth weight to 10 per cent 
or less. 

Population slow-down 

In addition to these quality of 
life benefits, the achievement of 
the family planning goal would 
also help to resolve the great 
planetary problems of population 


growth and environmental de- 
terioration - 

A strong demand for family 
planning already exists. Evidence 
from the World Fertility Survey 
suggests that approximately one 
third of all pregnancies in the 
world are unwanted. If all women 
were able to decide how many 
children to have and when, then 
the rate of population growth 
would fell by approximately 30 
per cent. By the year 2025, that 
fell would translate into 1.3 bil- 
lion fewer people — roughly the 
equivalent of the population of 
China today. 

For all of these reasons, says 
the UNICEF report, providing 
people with the knowledge and 
the means to plan births in one of 
the most effective and least ex- 
pensive ways of improving the 
quality of life on earth — both 
now and in the future. 

“Clouds of controversy and 
concealment have long hung over 
the family planning issue," says 
Mr. Grant, “but the range of 
methods now available means 
that family planning can now be 
promoted and practised in ways 
which are sensitive to the reli- 
gious and cultural contours of 
almost all societies. The benefits 
of family planning need be denied 
to no one.” 

The costs of providing family 
planning services, in relation to 
these benefits, are almost absurd- 
ly small. “When so much stands 
to be achieved by the meeting of 
an existing demand and at so Tow 
a cost," concludes the UNICEF 
report, ‘It seems reasonable to 
propose that an effort now be 
made, on an entirely new scale, 
to put the knowledge and tho> 
means of family planning at the 
disposal of every couple of child- 
bearing age before the end of this 
present century.” 


Workers sacrifice pay to save 
Eastern German plant 


By Alexander Ferguson 
Reuter 

ZSCHOPAU, GERMANY — 
Workers are investing their own 
.pay to save an East German 
motorcycle plant, a novel initia- 
tive in a ^labour .force thaifots 
accepted mass shutdowns in. the 
ex-comm must region wife hqnjfy 
a murmur. 

The state-owned MZ plant, the 
world's biggest when built in 
1922, went into liquidation last 
December after the German gov- 
ernment’s Treuhand Privatisation 
Agency decided it could no lon- 
ger afford to bail out the huge 
losses involved. 

But workers at Motorradwerk 
Zschopau GMBH (MZ) refused 
to accept the closure. They 
offered 10 per cent of . their 
salaries to finance losses and in 
return received a stay of execu- 
tion. 

“We asked for half a year to let 
us prove that MZ can survive,” 
Works Council Chairman Andre 
Hunger said. 

MZ workers have little time to 
disprove sceptics, who say it is 
wasted money. They have staged 
repeated demonstration and 
threatened court action against 
the Treuhand. 

The agency is engaged in sell- 
ing off state-owned enterprises in 
what was east Germany. 

The Treuhand deal gives MZ, 
known internationally for its stur- 
dy motorbikes, time to launch a 


new 500cc model in April in a did 
to hit its target of selling 25.000 
bikes this year. 

But the company's survival 
hopes hinge on whether its newly 
established dealer network buys 
the- new bikes. Dealers could be 
•unsettled because -MZ unofficially 
istill. m ikjwdationji u.,\ 

■ “If the d^terSvSrt’backandwait 
to see whax happens after July 
then we're finished,” Mr. Hunger 
said. 

MZ has a proud tradition. It’s 
plant pioneered the two-stroke 
motorcycle engine and popula- 
rised inexpensive, low- 
maintenance motorbikes. 

The Treuhand, which has 
already ploughed 70 million 
marks ($44 million) into MZ, is 
providing the lion’s share of the 
money needed to keep the plant 
going until July. 

But its insistence on MZ re- 
maining in liquidation leads Mr. 
Hunger to suspect that the agen- 
cy, dominated by West German 
business executives, wants the 
project to fall to deliver final 
proof that the company has to 
dose. 

“One has to assume there's 
some plan behind this,” he said. 

“MZ’s workers are contribut- 
ing 500,000 marks ($314,000) to 
cover expected losses of 10 mil- 
lion marks ($6 million). 

Another two million marks 
($1.26 million) is coming from 
Saxony state, which has also 
promised to recompense te work- 


ers if the project folds. 

Although they will get their 
money, back, Mr. Hunger insists 
that the plan is still a sacrifice for 
plant workers who make a net 
average of 1,200 marks ($720). a 
. month. 

. i >i- u Tep,.-per l r£enti ,pf,iyour net 
-Salary i*.* lot for afatherwith two 
children and a wife who-is unem- 
ployed, as most are around 
here,” he said. 

MZ has slashed its workforce 
to 600 from 3,000 to improve 
productivity. But the ND and 
International Consultants Price 
Waterhouse still failed to find a 
buyer despite approaching more 
than 50 potential investors. 

The plant lost its domestic mar- 
ket in 1990 when it was invaded 
by flashier Japanese and Western 
bikes after the two German eco- 
nomies merged three months be- 
fore full unification. 

Unlike other East German 
companies, MZ did not qualify 
for preferential export credit 
guarantees to keep customers in 
the former Soviet Union, which 
once bought nearly half its out- 
put. 

The Economics Ministry 
argued that motorbikes were not 
essentia] imports for the former 1 
Soviet Union. 

MZ’s sales therefore cradled 
from more than 70,000 motorcy- 
cles in 1990 to only 15,000 last 
year, with the company losing 66 
million marks ($40 million) on a 
turnover of 1 02 million marks 




Automatic carparks hdp facilitate traffic and avoid car thefts 


Automatic carparks where 
cars park themselves 


By Alain Faqjas 

The anxiety of having to go down 
in an underground carpark is 
over. There is no longer the risk 
of having one’s car-radio stolen. 
Entirely automatic carparks are 
going to . become more wide- 
spread in Paris and in. big - French 
towns to the greatest delight, of 
the motorist. 

The idea is simple. The ticket- 
holder or owner of a parking 
space puts his microchip card into 
an electronic reader which opens 
the door to a snail chamber. The 
motorist drives his car onto a 
transport platform inside the 
chamber. He puts on the hand- 
brake, locks his doors and leaves 
his car. A programmed mechan- 
ism then takes over. The chamber 
closes. It is, in fact, a kind of lift 
with a platform which goes down. 
The platform stops in front of a 
free space and the trolley places 
the car in it. It is put into a kind of 
'drawer. 

To get the car back, the user 
puts fairs card into the automatic 
reader and his car is brought out, 
facing the right way, in about two 
-minutes. 

Security agents supervise all 
the operations in a central control 
office where a series of screens 
enables them to check that the 
operations are carried out 
smoothly and that the automatic 
mechanisms in several carparks 
function correctly. Nobody 
actually goes into the carpark,' 


itself, which considerably limits 
risks of theft or vandalism. 

This kind of carpark is particu- 
larly suitable for built-up areas 
and zones which are difficult to 
reach, as they do not require a 
central alley or an exit road. This 
. makes it possible to cut down the 
ground area of the carpark to a 
minimum. 

Such a carpark can fit into 
spare space, in the courtyard of a 
Mock of flats, under a garden or 
even under a street and it can 
thus be buOt near the users in a 
place where a traditional under- 
ground carpark would not be 
possible. Whether it has a cylin- 
drical or rectangular cross-sec- 
tion, this carpark is always small 
and, in its deepest version, has 
fewer than 200 spaces. 

There are already carparks of 
this kind in Tours and in Cagnes- 
sur-Mer. The Compagnie des 
Parcs Automatiques (CPA), a 
subsidiary of the Gdndrale des 
Eaux group, which is the biggest 
French group for providing ser- 
vices to communities and is spe- 
cialised in running raunieipa] ser- 
vices, has drawn up two projects 
for Paris with help from indus- 
trialists in hightech mechanics, 
electro-mechanics, automation 
and tele management. 

These two projects, for which 
planning permission has been 
obtained, are to lead concession 
agreements with the city of Paris. 
Ills first plan is to build the 


Grenier Saint Lazare under- 
ground carpark for 72 cars on six 
levels. The second, the Baudoyer 
carpark, which is also under- 
ground, will have a capacity of 
102 spaces on nine levels. 

They are to oome into opera- 
tion at the end of 1993. The 
estimated cost of one parking 
space is 240,000 francs for a life of 
sixty-five years, plus monthly ser- 
vice charges of 300 francs. Prior- 
ity will be given for people living 
within a radius of 300 metres. 

This automatic carpark reduces 
the problem of cars being per- 
manently parked on the surface. 
Elderly people, who do not travel 
much, leave their cars parked in 
the same place and are wary of 
using carparks because of tbeix 
lack of security. They claim to be 
interested by such a system. Mar- 
ket research shows that there is a 
potential demand for this kind of 
carpark, even if, for the time 
being, it is a limited market. 

Japan, which has 200,000 semi- 
automatic parking spaces, Ger- 
many, Switzerland and Italy are 
involved in this technological race 
which will make it possible to 
save precious square metres in 
town centres. France will play her 
part all the more brilliantly as her 
experience in automation guaran- 
tees reliable systems, sparing us- 
ers the inconvenience of not 
being able to get their cars back 
when they want them — L’ao- 
tualhe en France. 
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Poverty may 

cause Sovie'v 
nuclear ©xiksp?::- 


to sell secrets 


By Edilh M. Lederer 

The Associated Press 

LONDON — Economic hardship 
in the former Soviet Union vir- 
tually assures that nuclear merce- 
naries will sell expertise or hard- 
to- track components to nations 
trying to build a bomb. Western 
defence experts say. 

"Everything is up for grabs." 
said Dr. Martin Navias. a lecturer 
in the Department of War Studies 
at Kings College. University of 

London. 

"The rapidity of the collapse 
makes it an area where people 
with money can get what they 
want. The ability of the republics 
to control what they've got inside 
is very weak. That is the essence 
of the problem." 

Unconfirmed reports say Iran 
and Libya have hired Soviet nuc- 
lear scientists and bought tech- 
nology. and that other would-be 
nuclear states are shopping for 
talent and weapons. 

Gary Milhollin. director of the 
Wisconsin Project on Nuclear 
Arms Control in Washington, 
said the “greatest risk is that the 
Soviet nuclear and missile infras- 
tructure will be sold component 
by component, and that Soviet 
experts in nuclear and missile 
production will find their way to 
dangerous programmes in the de- 
veloping world." 

Those experts are the key to 
proliferation because compo- 
nents or weapons cannot be sold, 
stolen, or smuggled without their 
collusion. 

As Dr. Navias put it: "The 
problem is not one of proliferat- 
ing warheads, but one of unem- 
ployed eggheads.” 

Paul Beaver, publisher of 
Jane's Defence Weekly, said the 
pool of Soviets with first-hand 
knowledge of building nuclear 
weapons is so large — about 
30.000 to 50.000 — that some 
inevitably will be lured away. 

“There are going to be at least 
a dozen, if not a few hundred, 
who will see the potential of 
putting themselves on the market 
to Syria. India, Pakistan, China. 
Vietnam, Libya. North Korea. 
South American countries — you 
name it," he said in an interview. 

Vyacheslav Rozanov of the 
Kurchatov Institute of Atomic 
Energy said in Moscow last 
month that two Soviet scientists 
turned down salaries of 2.000 a 
month from Libya, bur might say 
yes if offered more. 

“If the choice is between starv- 
ing or getting work in your field, 
then you must take the job." said 
Yuri Rogozhin. spokesman for 
the Russian nuclear safety agen- 
cy. Gosatomnadzor. 

A weapon and the technicians 
to launch it would be the biggest 
prize. 

Mr. Beaver said the basics of a 
bomb factory — a small electro- 
nic laboratory, furnaces, centri- 
fuge system, lead shielding and 
enriched uranium or plutonium 
— could be loaded into three or 
four trucks and driven out of the 
country. 

Stan Norris, senior staff analyst 
with the Natural Resources De- 
fence Council in Washington, 
said it would take "a lot of 
collusion" to export one of the 
estimated 30.000 Soviet nuclear 
weapons in one piece. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREKSH1 
FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 



TheSnt&btti 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
ANiyyahGtfs School 

Open duly 1240-3:30 

p.m. 

Tef. 638968 


G 



-vJ 


CROWN 


INT’L EST. A 

Packing, shipping, i 
forwarding, storage, B 
clearing, door-to-door jj 
service m 

Air, Sea and Land 



^ARent & Sale 

Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 

call 

lAbdoun Real 


[TeL 810605, 810609, 
_Faac 810520. 



/ CHENS \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 


Come and taste our 
specialities 

►pen daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight / 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 

stem 30% larger 

• Aw Metal Frame 

13 x »ca 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


* 


Saudi Real Estate 

687821/22 




Distinctive 

Villas Apartments Flats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN 



real estate 

“R” 


us 


Just call NIDAL 

693037 





AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Opoi daily 
12:00-15:00 & 1830-23:30 

Tel: 03-31441$ 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room—! 


IhYIMITEL 

|R£l|l|l= 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 

Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Austrian takes downhill 
title as favourites fail 


VAL DISERE (R) — Big Au- 
strian Patrick Ortiieb, who came 
to the Olympics without a major 
win, aced his more fancied rivals 
Sunday to capture the dow nhill 
gold medal, most treasured prize 
of the Winter Games. 

Ortiieb, first away down the 
Bellevarde Face Piste, set a time 
which remarkably resisted the 
challenge of all the rest as Au- 
stria, land of the great Franz 
Klammer, once again hailed an 
Olympic downhill champion. 

Home hope Frank Piccard, 
roared on by thousands of French 
fans lining the track, came within 
a whisker of snatching thc$ crown. 
But be still foiled an Austrian 
one-two by swooping in -for the 
silver ahead of Guenther Mader. 

The race was a disaster for the 
favourites. Wo/ld champion 
Franz Heinzer was again denied 
an Olympic medal and strongly- 
tipped all-rounders Marc Girar- 
delli and Paul Accola, failed to 
complete the course. 

“It's an incredible feeling to 
win my first race at the Olympics. 
When Accola went out I couldn't 
believe it,” 24-year-old Ortiieb 
said. 

Ortiieb, whose father Guy was 
born in the Alsace region of 
France, achieved his feat on a 
track he did not favour, with ail 
its exacting turns. 

“I haven’t changed my opinion 
of the track. It's not a downhill 
and I hope it's the last time the 
downhill is like that,” be said. 

“The whole thing was simply a 
little too slow.” 

The course, designed for the 
games by Swiss former Olympic 
downhill champion Bernhard 
Russi, was spectacular for specta- 
tors at the finish, who — un- 
usually at a downhill — could see 
most of the race on the mountain 


slope above. 

But it was unpopular with tra- 
ditional downhill racers. 

Ortiieb docked one minute 
50.37 seconds in the race of his 
life down die twists and turns of 
the 3,048-metre track. 

Piccard was just 0.05 of a 
second behind, adding a silver to 
the super-giant slalom gold and 
downhill bronze he won at the 
1988 Calgary Olympics. 

Mader, an experienced and 
versatile campaigner, celebrated 
his first Olympic medal by 
finishing a similar 0.05 behind the 
Frenchman — a mere 0.10 sepa- 
rated the top three. 

'This is one of the greatest 
moments of my life,” said Pic- 
card, (logged this season by injury 
and poor results. “I'm elated 
after having such a bad season in 
downhill.” 

For Swiss fans, clanging their 
cow-bells and waving their flags, 
there was only despair. Race 
favourite Heinzer, winner of four 
of this season's six World Cup 
downhills, managed only sixth 
place and surprise package Acco- 
la fell. 

Accola, Gfrardelli and Au- 
stria’s 1980 Olympic downhill 
champion Leonhard Stock all 
came to grief at the pylon turn, a 
sharp right-hander a third of the 
way down the course. 

Stock took out two gate posts 
as he lost control of his skis, 
Girardelli a gate and 

Accola, 27th starter and the last 
man with a real chance of denying 
Ortiieb, fell. 

The long, nerve-shredding vigil 
at the finish was over for Ortiieb, 
who was hoisted in the air by 
Mader and a team official. 

“The watting at the Finish line 
was more difficult than the nee 
itself,” said Ortiieb, recalling 


how his hopes of a World Cup 
win were foiled in Garmisch- 
Partenkirchen in January when 
Germany's Markus Wasmeier, 
starting way down at 38th, pipped 
him by 0.06. 

Meanwhile. Katarina Witt is 
back at the Olympics, this time as a 
television commentator. 

The two-time Olympic gold 
medalist debuts next week as the 
figure skating commentator on 
the American television network 
CBS-TV. 


“I’m nervous," the 26-yera-old 
former member of the east Ger- 
man Olympic team says with a 
slight laugh. “This is big. This is 
huge... It’s not my language. 
Sometimes I may not be able to 
say what I want to say. Such a 
large audience is listening to me. 
“Iwant to be good,” she adds in 
nearly flawless English. “I want 
to do a good job.” 


Ms. Witt has witnessed a great 
upheaval in her homeland since 
the 1988 Calgary Olympics. 
When we last saw-Mr. Witt there, 
she was the dealing Carmen in 
red, a glamour girl who received 
thousands of love tetters and si- 
lenced all of those cruel jokes 
about steroid pumped-up east 
German women. 


At Calgary, she still paid tri- 
bute to file Communist state 
sport machine for nurturing her 
talent and making her a cham- 
pion. 

Since then, the Berlin Wall has 
fallen, Germany has reunited and 
Katerina Witt is fast becoming a 
lady of capitalism, promoting 
Danskm, Dupont and Diet Coke. 
She toured* with 1988 Olympic 
champion Brian Boitano and 
won an Emmy Award for Car- 
men On Tee. 


Keegan hailed as saviour by 
fans as Newcastle United wins 


LONDON (R) — Newcastle Un- 
ited fens, bailing Kevin Keegan’s 
arrival as manager as the second 
coming of St. Kevin, witnessed 
the beginning of what they hope 
will be the miracle cure for their 
ailing club. 

The north eastern city, whose 
supporters are arguably the most 
passionate in England, has been 
buudng ever since Keegan’s 
appointment was revealed at a 
press conference Wednesday. 

The local newspapers ran head- 
lines “King Kevin” and “St. 
Kevin to die rescue” the lost 
faithful besieged the dub for tick- 
ets as the deepening despair 
turned instantly to renewed hope. 

And on Saturday 29,263 fens, 
the largest second division crowd 
this season, saw Newcastle beat 
Bristol City 3-0 to register their 
first win in seven games and only 
their second in the last 13. 

“I feel elated,” said former 
Liverpool and England interna- 
tional Keegan after his first match 
as a manager. 

Keegan replaced Ossie Archies 
three days after the Argentine 
was told his job was safe. 

When Newcastle Chairman Sir 
John Hall enticed Keegan to take 
the reins at his former dub be 
also set out the burden of the 
challenge fedng the soccer mil- 
lionaire who is their sixth mana- 


ger in eight years. 

"If Newcastle go down this 
season die dub will be dead,” he 
said. 

One local paper described his 
appointment as the greatest gam- 
ble in the dub's history. 

Newcastle, a chib steeped in 
history with four first division 
tides and six F.A. Cup triumphs, 
returned to the second division in 
1989 and face the humiliation of 
relegation to the third division for 
the first time. 

They are weighed down by 
debts estimated at £4 million 
($7.2 million) and until Satur- 
day’s victory were second from 
bottom. Last week they lost 5-2 at 
bottom dub Oxford. 

But both club and fens believe 
Keegan, returning to the Tyne- 
side dnb where he spent two 
years as a player and helped into 
the first division in 1984, will save 
them born relegation and lead 
them back to tbe promised land 
— the premeir division. 

Keegan, 40, who won the 
European Cup with both Liver- 
pool and Hamburg, was twice 
European Footballer of the Year 
and was capped 63 times by Eng- 
land, began the long haul with 
three precious points which lifted 
them to thi rd-from-bottom . 

“I don’t think there’s too much 
wrong at this club,” he said -after 


his young side san Bristol with 
three gods in eight minutes in the 
second half. 


Before tbe game be emerged to 
a hero's welcome from the St. 
James Park crowd who had been 
c h anti n g for him to appear for 
more than half an hour. 


They believe he will honour his 
words made after his appoint- 
ment. ‘‘We’ll turn this club 
around. It will go back where it 
belongs.” 


Keegan’s first stop towards suc- 
cess was an act of cleansing — not 
of Newcastle’s sins, but the grub- 
by bath and toilets at the training 
ground. 


“Little things can make a big 
difference to morale,'’ he said. 


German 
federation 
to probe 
Krabbe 
dope test 


KARLSRUHE, Germany (R) — 
The German Athletic Federation 
(DLV) lifted its suspension on 
double world sprint champion 
Ka trin Krabbe and two other ’ 
runners Sunday and ordered an 
investigation into dope-testing 
irregularities. 

The DLV suspended Krabbe, 
World Championship .silver 
medalist Grit Brener and former 
■ world champion Silke Moeller 
Friday after tests revealed their 
urine samples appeared to come 
from the same person. 

But following a second analysis 
of the samples Sunday tbe DLV 
said they were tampered with and 
it was temporarily lifting its ban, 
allowing the women to compete 
in the German Indoor Cham- 
pionships here. 

Dr. Manfred Donike, the dop- 
ing expert who ran . a second 
analysis of tbe urine samples, said 
earlier Sunday they had been 
tampered with. 

“All three urine samples came 
from the same person, (but) I 
cannot say from whom,” said 
Donike. 

In a 24-page statement, the 
DLV said that as a result of a 
second analysis that showed the 
three urine samples came from 
tiie same person it was ordering 
an investigation into what had 
happened. 

It said the second analysis 
“established that the urine sam- 
ples of the athletes Breuer, Krab- 
be and MoeDer were identical.” 

Bnt the federation declined to 
give further details of tbe inves- 
tigation, saying only that it 
would carry it out as quickly as 
possible. 

The DLV said the athletes' 
suspension had been lifted pend- 
ing the result of the investigation 
and they were free to compete. 

Brener had won a court injunc- 
tion Saturday against the suspen- 
sion, allowing her to compete in 
the German Championships 
where she ran a year’s best time 
of 23.03 seconds in a 200 metres 
heat 

AH three athletes were, sus- 
pended Friday until the results of 
the second tests, carried out by 
Donike Saturday, were known. 

Although the three tests were 
negative, the International 
Amateur Athletic Federation's 
(IAAF) rules state that anyone 
trying to evade a drug test or 
found to have doctored a urine 
test is liable to the same suspen- 
sion as an athlete found guilty of 
taking drugs. 

Breuer’s coach suggested 
Saturday that mistakes were 
made in the process of taking tbe 
samples at a training camp in 
South Africa last month. 

South African athletics official . 
Chris Hattingh told German 
Sports News Agency (SID) Sun- 
day that the tests were carried 
out according to IAAF regulations 
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Katrin Krabbe 


Courier takes No. 1 spot 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — Jim 
Courier of the United States be- 
came the number (me men’s ten- 
nis player in the world when he 
beat fellow countryman Derrick' 
Rostagno 4-6 6-3 6-2 in tbe semi- 
finals of the $260,000 Volvo/San 
Frandso. 

The victory ensures that he will 
overtake Sweden’s Stefen Edberg 
in the ATP Tour weekly rankings 
Monday. 

Second-seeded Michael Chang 
of the United States avoided a 
potential second set scare in Ins 
6-0 7-5 win over fellow country- 
man Brad Gilbert to advance to 
the final against Courier at the 
32-player, indoor tournament 

The 21-year-old Courier be- 
comes tbe first American to hold 
the top since John McEnroe in 
August 1985, and only the third 
American, the other being Jimmy 
Connors, to hold the the No. 1 
spot since the ATP Tour initiated 
computer rankings in 1973. 

“I feel really saber, like every- 
thing in my head has stopped. I 
thought there be a lot of adrenar 
line flowing, but I feel relaxed for ' 
tbe first time this week,” Courier 
said. 

"It can never be taken away 
from me — that I was No. 1 for 
one week. Hopefully, I'D be there 
for a while.” 

The combination of Cornier 
taking over number one ranking 


and there being four American 
semifinaHsts for only the third 
time in the last 168 tour events 
underscores the strength of 
American tennis. 

Conner, who recently won his 
second Grand Slam title at tbe 
1992 Australian Open, scored 
come-from-behind wins in two 
matches this week, so be was not 
distracted when -he dropped the 
first set against Ros tagno . 

Courier began to find holes in 
Rostagno ’s attacking game and 
took advantage of his opponent’s 
low first serve percentage in the 
second set When he broke Ros- 
tagno with a forehand winner in 
the first game of the second set, 
be appeared in total control. 

In the final game of the match, 
Rostagno turned back triple 
match point, but Courier buckled 
down and ended tbe match with a 
prefectly executed backhand vol- 
ley winner. 

Chang, who used passing shots 
to stifle Gilbert’s creative net- 
rushing, was asked to compare 
Courier’s accom plishmen t with 
his own .of becoming the first 
American since 1955 to win the 
French Open in 1989. 

“There are certain pressures 
that gp with winning a Grand 
Slam title very young, of becom- 
ing No. 1, and this generation of 
American players is teaming to 
handle those,” Chang said. 


Seles beats Fernandez in 
German tennis final 


ESSEN, Germany (R) — World 
number one Monica Seles won 
her thud Essen Grand Prix Ten- 
nis Championship in four years 
Sunday when she blew away 
Mary Joe Fernandez 64), 6-3 in 
just 54 minutes. 

Second seed Fernandez, who 


bad won only one of their pre- 
vious 12 encounters and who lost 
to Seles in the Australian Open 
final last month, never got into 
tbe match. The American lost the 
first set in just 21 minutes. 

Seles won the tournament last 
year and in 1989. 
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1991 TnlMw MttM) ^rrvKm lr« 


COUNT THE WAYS 


Both vulnerable. North deal*. 
NORTH 

♦ Q 4 2 
K 7 5 
Q 10 

A K J 6 2 
WEST EAST 

4 J 10 986 *75 

Q 10 3 J 8 6 4 

: 6 4 3 A K 5 

*54 ♦ Q 10 9 7 

SOUTH 

* A K 3 
. A 9 2 

J 9 8 7 2 
*83 

The bidding: 

North East South West 

1 + Pass 2 NT 

3 NT Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Jack of ♦ 

We were surprised when we 
looked at the scoresheei for this deal 
fpim a recent duplicate pair event- 
more than half the field went down 
in three no trump despite the Tact 
that, after the opening lead, the enn- 
iract was unbeatable against any 
defense! 

Purists might contend that South 
was fi point short (hr the jump to 
two no trump. However, the five- 
card diamond suit compensated fay 
offering a possible source of tricks, 
and we approve of the bid. Facing a 
balanced 1.1-15 points. North had no 
ambitions. 


Those declarers who failed to de- 
jiver the contract won the first Irick 
in hand and immediately took the 

dub finesse. East captured the jack 
with the queen and. knowing from 
the auction that West. could not 
have, a sure entry even if spades 
could be established, shifted to a 
heart. Declarer won and tried to 
split nut the clubs, but the 4-2 split 
meant only one long dub trick could 
he seL up and no more than eight 
tricks could be garnered. 

Had South simply counted tricks 
before being enticed by the club fi- 
nesse. the winning line would have 
become apparent. Spades, hearts 
and clubs furnished seven Uip tricks, 
so declarer needed to set up only two 
more before the opponents knocked 
nut two stoppers in either major to 
sail home. 

While the club suit offered an 
ndds-on chance nf that, the dia- 
mond suit was a lock for three 
tricks! After winning the first trick, 
declarer should simply have led a 
diamond to the queen, and perse- 
vered with diamonds upon regaining 
the lead. Before the defenders could 
get their suits going, declarer would 
be able to take 10 tricks— three 
spades, two hearts, three diamonds 
and two clubs. 

What a swing for a simple play— 
from down one to an overtrick! 


Peanuts 


YES, MA'AM ..HE LIKED THIS 
BOOK VERY MUCH... 



DO YOU HAVE ANY STORIES 
WHERE THE PRINCE55 KI55ES 
A FROG, AND ME TURNS 
INTO A BEAGLE ? 


YE5.MAAM.THAr 
WOULD MAKE A 
60 OD 5T0RY, 



Andy Capp 


CHEER UP, MUM, VOU 
NEVER KNOW WHAT 
— , TOMORROW 
.r/ MAY BRING 


X CAN<3lje9S,RjC 
>- EXACTLY THE 
SAME AS SEB2CE 
ter- 



N Of NECESSARILY, 

J mum.ufeis 
luce a b ook 

-RJLLOF WmKENT 
gj CHAPT E R S 



/■r 


NOT WITH HER- SHE 
DIVIDES HER LIFE INTO. , 

Jkjsnvuo Pwns - 1 'bs'ore 

JHATLTITLE DEVIL BECOME 
ZMV SON-IN* LAW' AND -« 
SINCE THAT LITTLE DEVI 
BECAME MV 60NHN-LAW 1 , 



Mutt‘n’Jeff 



FORECAST FOR MONDAY FEBRUARY 1ft. i9W 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Cam 8 OgMer WO## 


i 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Con- 
tinue to state your point of view to 
others but continue to use tact ana 
charm so that your associates won ( 
get die idea that you are trying to 

role the roost. Follow good sugges- 
tions. 

ARIES: (March 21 to Aprfl 19) 
You are anxious to be off to some 
new interests and schools of 
thought but you would be wise to 
stick to what you have already 
successfully started. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Make a special point today to 
continue with your tasks the way 
you have already placed in motion, 
otherwise change could produce 
wrong results. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
pleasant time you have planned 
can be changed by poor judgment 
or Hirrmgh a s ur p ri se condition so 
go along with it and don't pout 
over it 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A limiting condition can 
seem to be a disaster but it is 
actually an opportunity giving you 
a chance to make a particular use 
.of an aptitude. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
are pressured to take some chance 
or rat today but if you do you win 
certainly regret it later on so study 
afl phases of your desire. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Utilize as much as you possibly 
can to establish more harmony at 


tout residence and show yon vc 
oofgideratc of your f*ndy ******* 
and desires. 

UBRA: (September 23 to Ortobet 
22) You want to make a draroaw 
change in what you bebew ** 
a— t new principles and 
bat don’t be hasty or you BW« 
wrong choices 

SCORPIO*- (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 211 A day when you wa *?*“ s 
start right in today to do wmeamg 
of a drastic nature where your 
finances and practical affairs are 
involved- 

SAGITTARIUS; (November 22 to 
December 21) You feel that you 
can no longer put up with some 
personal conditions as they n«* 
exist but be wary of change* today 
as judgment is no so good 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You start the 
trying to remove some private con- 
cerns that have gotten under your 
skin but you can act in too advene 
a manner to do any good. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You feel like seeing and 
being with many companions today , 
and you are apt to make chorees 
which will not be to your test 
interests so stop and thank. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You are tempted to get into the 
world of outside activity and make 
headway at your vocational duties 
but you need to doublechcek your 
wishes carefully before taking ac- 
tion. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



’Golf is better exercise if you 
use a bowling ball!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
|g by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


TEWCI 





FYNAC 

(9 W2. 

im 




LAPEAT 



mm 


REHIFE 


a i 

zc 



WHAT THEY 
WHEN HIS FEET WERE 
THE RRSTTac*C5S 
THE FINISH LINE. 


Now arrange the circled letters :c 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


QIOD n “ CEXXT 


Saturday - a 


Jumbles: SCOUT 
Answer 


CATCH 


(Answers tcmcrrowl 
HEALTH PUNDIT 

He's been on a diet for weeks anc all he s "ation 
Off is this— HIS HAT ^ 



THE Daily Crossword bv 


ACROSS 
1 Disastrous- 
6 Vise 

11 Impudent taflr 

14 Fr. river 

15 Tanker 

16 Poem by Horace 

17 Anne 
Hathaway's 
husband 

19 Educ. gp. 

20 Zeus' sister and 
wife 

21 Layers 

22 Udt 
24 Temple 

20 Lottery type 
27 Worldwide gp. 
30 River to the 
Missouri 

32 Exploding stars 
33-ThraB 
34 Stripling 

37 Aslan land 

38 NASA word 
38 Sate 
40ThraBh 

41 Winged 

42 Call 

43 In abundance 

45 Intoxicated 

46 Slack ays aid 
46 Listen 

49 Biblical spy 

50 Or. meeting 
place 

52 Crumbs 
560nassis 

57 work by 17A 

60 Crew menffiers 

61 Less 

62 vaqueru's rope 

53 Natives: stiff. 

64 Mountabi ridge 

65 MBrvy caps 


DOWN 

1 Angle 

2 Tennis great 

3 Eye lubricant 

4 utile Rock 
native 

5 Confederate 
general 

6 Contends (an 
even terms) 

7 Claim 



i 

k 


8 What a pity! 

9 Mai de — 

10 Bishop 

11 U.S. poet 

12 Pert art 

13 Norman 
Vincent — 

18 Scat! 

23 Salamander 

25 Aviator 

26 Talk wifoty 

27 Entity 

26 Writer Ephron 

29 WOrk by 11D 

30 Dish 

31 "Arsenic and 
C»— 

33 Practice for a 
bout 

35 Excellent 

36 Colored fabric 

38 Walk heavily 

39 Indian 

41 Dixie state 

42 Sch. gp. 

44 Actor Vigoda 

45 Close Securely 




i 

< 


46 What “vanr 
means 

47 Worries 

48 Abode 

50 Airid tang — 

51 Racetrack ftg.ffe 


S3 Gather 
S'l'aU monkey 
fSDeoots:abbr. 
58 Title of 


I l 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(February 3-February 7, 1992) 


AW^_ Market focus shifted back during last week towaids the 
(toQarimark riwrt-tenn interest rate differentials, as expectations faded 
ofa nw tenn German credit policy easing. Dollar exchange rates thus 

^ **^8 sessions Poor U.S. 

employment results took the dollar an average of 321 per cent against 
^opc anjaOTendes at the end °f the week and only marginally E 

The mark rallied against the dollar and other major currencies for the 

fin “J5f e l d ? yS °[ *£.' w “ k ' 00 news Mo nday of « 6.4 per cent pay raise 
settlemeflt for the German steel workers. 

' , 5* ** “*■■ Stored through, market atiemion refocused on the 
dodar/marfc interest rate differential, which returned in favour of the 

b f l,eve ^ 0131 *** w Sh wage settlement would oblige 
the Bunded^ ro keep interest rates high to counter inflationary 
fwes^K. Meanwfaite, the Fed's chairman did not mle out the 
posiWhty of a farther interest rate cut if deemed necessary . He said that 
he believed that the past rate cuts during 1991 were sufficient to push the 
economic recovery in the U.S. forward. 

Agamst the yen, the dollar fluctuated as traders were conscious or the 

ES^ “ suppon ^ ^ d °"" 

The U.S. unit accelerated its descendance against the mark Thursday 
In ibe Far East . the governor of the Bank or Japan was reported to haw 
expressed doubts dial a fan scale American recovery would materialise 

m iL?jv SeC fe\i ^ 1,11 staIement triggered a wave of dollar 

K(K>ff, which intensified as the dollar breached several suppon levels 
the If* being I.CTM marks to the dollar. Comments by the Bundesbank 
president in the Wall Street Journal ruling out a near term interest rate 
cut further bolstered the mark. 

JiiS *“? **" ‘? oU S r kwcr agama European currencies, 

ahhoogh only marginally lower against the yen, thus finishing at its 
lowest exchange levels of the week. B 

The dollar's [rtunge followed the release of a 91,000 decline in 
S ^^^ OIV Pfy December’s revised gain to a mere 

3.000. as opposed to the 31,000 previously declared. Although forecasts 
had been widely indecisive due to the impact of seasonal adjustments 
the employment results were fare below the worst scenario 
Many market participants reflected that the negative results exting- 
uished all hopes of a premature U.S. economic recovery, which had 
underpinned the dollar’s unexpected surge during last month. 

Long-term dollar sentiment remained positive as forecasts still 
pomted to a U.S. economic recovery towards midyear, while its German 
counterpart slows down. 

Commerdal demand for the dollar from Japanese corporations 
prevented the U.S. unit from falling Further against the yen, as did the 
yen's fall against the mark, which dosed at 80.44 yen to the mark 
compared to 78.06 yen last week. 

Friday’s poor U.S. data revived expectations for a new interest rate 
cut by the Fed during the next two weeks. Economists pointed out, 
however, that the recent strength in money growth faces the Fed with a 
dilemma tic situation in cutting interest rates. Hence a drastic drop in 
doUar exchange rates against EMS currencies is not expected this week. 
Observers expect 1 .55 marks to the dollar to form a strong support level, 
the breach of which, however, would take the dollar to 1.5030 marks.’ 

Now York dosing Rates for Major Currencies Against the 
U.S. Dollar 


i mi r«T .vi i: 

Euro-Currency Interest Rates* 


f* 


Currency 


31/1/1992 


-Month t" 


l.'.S. Dollar 


4.06 


Sterling Pound 


10.62 


.Deutsche Mark 


9.56 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese \en 


7 .37 


9.13 


5.40 


1-1 mr (%> 


4.50 


10.25 


9.25 


7.16 


71211992 


-Month i%) 


3.S7 


10.50 


9.45 


7.2 S 


•t.oZ 


4 . 75 


10.00 


5.43 


t-Vmr i*5i 


4.37 


10.16 


9.25 


7.13 


9.62 


4.61 


Init-rhunh hiil rjir- lor j m. -uni- ■•\>-n->Kni- I .S Dulljr- I.MHi.nmi , w equivalent. 

^antral Bank of Jordan Exchange Rate Bulletin 
1 Dace: 712 / 1992 ] 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

l : -5. Dollar 

1 1.6730 

0.6750 

Sterling Pound 

1.2366 

1.242S 

• Deutsche Mark 

0.4316 

0.4336 

Swiss Franc 

0.4640 

0.4664 

French Franc 

0. 1267 

0.1273 

Japanese Yen'" 

0.5366 

0.5395 

Dutch Guilder 

0.5i34 

0.5553 

Swedish Krona 

0.1163 

0.1 1S9 

Italian Lira" 

0.05 73 


fclgna Franc 

0.02095 

0.02105 


JVrjfiB 
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GCC official attacks 
proposed EC energy tax 


ABU DHABI (R) — A senior 
Gulf official has lashed out at the 
European Community (EC) for 
considering an energy tax that 
would add S10 to the price of a 
barrel of crude oil by the year 
2000. 

Abdullah A1 Quwaiz. associate 
secretary-general of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC), 
told a business conference the 
tax, meant to limit pollution, 
would be ineffective, barm the 
world economy and discourage 
the search for more crude oil 
reserves. 

It was also not in keeping with 
the spirit of a cooperation agree- 
ment being negotiated between 
the EC and the six-nation GCC, 
which groups Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Saadi Arabia, Oman, Qatar and 
the United Arab Emirates, he 
added. 

An EC official attending the 
conference organised by the Lon- 
don-based weekly Middle East 
Economic Digest said EC energy 
and environment ministers 
strongly favoured the tax at a 
meeting in December. 

But Eberhard Rhein, in charge 
of relations with the region at the 
EC commission in Brussels, told 
Reuters it had yet to respond to 
the ministers’ request. 

He could not say whether the 
commission would endorsed the 
plan and come up with a proposal 
along the lines suggested. 

Mr. Quwaiz said OPEC esti- 


‘ mated the tax would cut its mem- 
bers’ revenues by some $14 bil- 
lion a year. 

“Because of the adverse impact 
of these taxes on the economies 
of consuming countries, and be- 
cause many specialists raised 
questions regarding the effective- 
ness of these proposed taxes, it is 
not expected chat other countries 
would follow the example of the 
EC,” he pointed out. 

"... To see the overall impact 
on the environment of our planet 
is questionable." he said. 

Mr. Rhein said that the EC 
proposal would tax the commun- 
ity’s coal infinitely more than oil. 
The coal industry was fighting it 
vigorously, he added. 

Mr. Quwaiz said the oil indus- 
try needed to invest heavily over 
the coming three years in expand- 
ing and renewing oil refining 
capacity and to satisfy new legal 
requirements and pollution laws 
in the United States, Europe and 
Japan. 

“The industry may invest in 
expanded capacity only to find 
that demand has been adversely 
hit by the new environmental 
taxes and regulations,” he said. 

Another conference speaker, 
Rashid Al Suweidi of the Abu 
Dhabi National Oil Company, 
said OPEC countries will have to 
invest $120 billion by 1995 to 
renew production facilities if they 
were to meet anticipated call on 
OPEC oil. 



WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
consumer credit plunged at an 
annual rate of 2.8 per cent in 
December, contributing to the 
first annual decline in installment 
debt in 33 years, the government 
has said. 

It was the latest sign that con- 
sumers were unloading moun- 
tains of debt, blamed in part for 
the recession, faster than they 
were taking on new loans. 

The Federal Reserve said con- 
sumer credit dropped a seasonal- 
ly adjusted S1.7 billion to S728.4 
billion as the year ended. That 
was down 1.0 per cent from 1990 
and the first decrease since a 0.5 
per cent decline in 1958. 

The report also showed the 
pace of borrowing was even slow- 
er in October and November than 
previously thought. It revised an 
October increase from 2.7 per 
cent down to 1.9 per cent and said 
November credit was off 0.3 per 
cent rather than unchanged. 

All major types of installment 
credit except for mobile homes 
posted declines in December, in- 
cluding automobile loans which 
have fajlen every month last year. 
Automakers have reported 1991 
sales were the worst since 1983 
when the economy was emerging 
from the previous recession. 

Even revolving credit, which 
includes credit cards, was off de- 
spite (he holiday shopping sea- 
son. Many retailers had said sales 


in December were a disappoint- 
ment. 

Consumer credit includes all 
consumer loans except mortgages 
and home equity loans. It helps 
finance much* of overall consumer 
spending, which represents two- 
thirds of the nation's economic 
activity. 

Installment debt had risen 8.8 
per cent in 19SS and 8.3 per cent 
in 1989 before slowing to a 2.3 
per cent gain in 1990 as the 
economy entered the recession. 

Except for the 1957-58 reces- 
sion. consumer credit continued 
to rise during post-World War n 
downturns. Growth peaked dur- 
ing the 198u's at 19.96 per cent in 
1984. 

Government and private eco- 
nomists have said high consumer 
and business debt contributed to 
the current recession. 

Car loans were down at an 
annual rate of 3.1 per cent, or a 
seasonally adjusted $6S9 million, 
slower than the S.4 per cent 
plunge in November. 

Meanwhile, though loan delin- 
quencies showed signs of levelling 
off last quarter, some analysts 
warn thal banks face another 
round of trouble ahead. 

The effect of thousands of 
workers losing jobs in large cor- 
porations last fall hasn’t yet 
showed up on banks' balance 
sheets. 

There's likelv to be a dramatic 


impact on consumers’ ability to 
repay credit card and auto loans, 
forcing banks to set aside still 
• more cash to cover rising delin- 
quencies. 

“I think there is a second down 
leg this industry has to face.” said 
Charles Peabody, bank analyst 
and partner at East Shore Part- 
ners in Springfield. New Jersey. 

Mr. Peabody said the signs of 
stability on banks* balance sheets 
in the fourth quarter reflects the 
economy last summer, but not 
the continued downturn in 
November and December. 

Between September and De- 
cember. the nation's factories lost 
between 30.000 to 40,000 jobs a 
month. Bureau of Labour Statis- 
tics figures show. 

“There is a lag between what 
we perceive and what is reported 
on a bank’s balance sheet.” said 
Mr. Peabody. 

Carol Berger, bank analvst for 
C.J. Lawrence Inc., also was 
skeptical about the apparent 
moderation of delinquent loans. 

“I still think the school's out,” 
she said. “One quarter does not 
make a trend." 

Bank stocks have gained in 
recent weeks, based on the 
assumption that lower interest 
rates will help earnings and loan 
losses aren't escalating as fast as 
in 1990. In many cases, banks are 
seeing problem loans reach a 
plateau. 


Citicorp, the nation's largest 
bank, said delinquent loans fell 
two per cent in the fourth quarter 
to S9.73 billion from the year- 
earlier period. 

Bankers have been cautiously 
hopeful the trend will continue. 

Michael. Esposito, chief finan- 
cial officer for Chase Manhattan 
Corp.. said the bank reported 
$3.37 billion in delinquent loans 
and foreclosed property, the 
“first decline we have seen in six 
quarters.” 

"We're encouraged. We are 
seeing some peaking in those 
numbers.” Mr. Esposito told 
analysts recently. That figure ex- 
cluded Third World loans, which 
are declining Iz* many banks. 

But Mr. Peabod/ said the trend 
doesn't warrant the current run- 
up in bank stock prices. In the 
past four weeks, an index of 50 
bank stocks followed by Salomon 
Brothers rose 10 per cent, while 
the Standard and Poor's index of 
500 stocks rose less than half that 
amount. 

“I think what people are doing 
is they are extrapolating a slowing 
in deterioration into an improv- 
ement." said Mr. Peabody. 

Richard Stillinger. senior vice 
president for Keefe Bruyette and 
Wood;., a brokerage firm that 
specialises in banks, said the 
levelling of commercial real estate 
loan delinquencies probably will 
more than offset a possible gain 
in consumer loan defaults. 
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thousands chant in streets 



— 

Currency 

. 

51/1/1992 

7/2/1992 

Percent 

Close 

Close 

Change 

Sterling Pound' 

1.7655 

1.6375 

2.9SS 

Deutsche Mark 

1.6115 

1.5560 

3.43?, 

Subs Franc 

KISS! 

IBM 

3.735 

I rench Franc 


" ' 5.312? 

''--3.3n ; 

Japanese Yen 

125.60 

725.33' 

0.35? 


MOSCOW (R) — Thousands of 
people marched through central 
Moscow Sunday to protest 
against Russia's radical market 
reforms and denounce President 
Boris Yeltsin as a traitor to the 
working dass. 

“Yeltsin is Judas" and “Yeltsin 
most resign,” chanted the crowd 
of 10,000 as it made its way from 
Gorky Park to Manezh Square, 
close to the Kremlin. 

In contrast, pro- Yeltsin forces 
gathered in front of the Russian 
White House, seat of government 
and the rallying point for resist- 
ance to . last: August *s coup 
attempt by hardliners. , 
Speakers wanted the crowd of 
10,000 Yeltsin supporters of what 
they called the danger of a “red- 
brown horde” of communists and 
fascists. 

“The spectre of communism is 
again haunting our country,” said 
one speaker, in a parody of Karl 
Marx. 

The anti-Yeltsin marchers, cal- 
led out by the conservative 
“Working Russia” movement, 
carried die hammer-and-sickle 
flag of the former Soviet Union as 
well as the old blue-and-red flag 
of Soviet Russia. 

"Mean for today: Tea without 
sugar, soup without meat, por- 
ridge without butter,” read one 
placard. 

"You can't go back to capital- 
ism without violence,” read 
another, quoting Vladimir Lenin, 
founder of the Soviet state. 

The angry slogans of Moscow's 
anti-Yeltsin marchers reflected 
the frustration many Russians are 
feeling after five weeks of econo- 
mic shock therapy, imposed by 
the government in a bid to* create 
a market system as quickly as 
possible. 

ITAR-TASS news agency said 
smaller rallies against the govern- 
ment were held in the Siberian 
cities of Novosibirsk and 
Angarsk. 

Tbe capital put 10,000 militia- 
men on duty and officials said 
they would deal “ruthlessly” with 
troublemakers at the first big 
demonstrations since price re- 
forms sent the cost of living spir- 


alling upwards last month. 

A white car blaring a World 
War IT anthem, “rise up, great 
country.” led the protest proces- 
sion, watched by militiamen 
backed by heayy trucks. 

Members of the mainly middle- 
aged crowd locked hands as they 
walked along Moscow's ring 
road, before police herded them 
down a side street towards Man- 
ezh Square. 

“We came here to rouse the 
people against Yeltsin,” said 
Svetlana Bondareva, 52, a badge 
portraying Josef Stalin and other 
Soviet leaders pinned to" her 
jacket. 

“When all working people are 
nnited we will organise a national 
strike,” she said. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s vice-president 
Alexander Rutskoi, emerging as 
a leader of conservative opposi- 
tion, accused the government 
Saturday of pursuing a policy of 
"economic genocide.” 

He called for the imposition for 
an economic state of emergency, 
saying the alternative was a new 
Bolshevik revolution. 

"A social explosion may hap- 
pen and, God forbid, those who 
came to power in 1917 may do so 
again,” he told the inaugural 
meeting of a new conservative 
group, the Congress of Civic and 
Patriotic Forces of Russia. 

Critics say the freeing of prices 
last month has impoverished 
ordinary people while giving 
monopolies free rein to charge 
exorbitant rates. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s economic chief 
Yegor Gaidar said reform was 
starting to bear fruit and produc- 
ers were realising they must lower 
their prices where necessary to 
meet reduced demand. 

"According to our estimates, in 
about two years the light in tbe 
tunnel will appear,” he told the 
French newspaper Le Figaro in 
an interview quoted by ITAR- 
TASS news agency. 

Russia last week outlined plans 
to sell off 25 per cent of state- 
owned enterprises by the end of 
1992, but foreign investment will 
remain tightly controlled while 
the rouble remains weak. 


Anatoly Chubais, minister in 
charge of the Russian govern- 
ment's privatisation programme, 
said restrictions on foreign invest- 
ment were needed to prevent 
outsiders buying up vast chunks 
of the Russian economy for a 
pittance. 

“To our great regret we are 
introducing administrative limita- 
tions on foreign investment and 
we will continue to do that while 
the (dollar) exchange rate is very 
high,” Mr. Chubais told a news 
conference. 

“Otherwise we would end up 
with, a situation where a; shop in 
Moscow would cost about 
$1,000," he said. 

He did not detail the planned 
limits. 

Russian officials have de- 
scribed privatisation as the 
second key plank of their econo- 
mic reform programme following 
the abrupt liberalisation of prices 
on Jan. 2. 

That move sent prices spiraling 
out of the reach of millions of 
ordinary people, leading to com- 
plaints that the country had been 
wrong to free prices without sell- 
ing off state firms and dismantling 
state monopolies at the same 
time. 

But Mr. Chubais said the prog- 
ramme would move quickly now. 

"The preparatory work is over 
and from February we are begin- 
ning a wide-ranging process of 
privatisation.” he said, adding 
that it could take 10 or 15 years to 
break up state monopolies. 

Russia plans a series of auc- 
tions and competitive tenders for 
firms, shops and other service 
industries, a plan which contrasts 
sharply with a Ukrainian idea to 
give state firms away to local 
residents holding special free cer- 
tificates. 


But Mr. Chubais said Russia's 
privatisation programme would 
be based on sales not on giving 
things away. 

"We briie*'e If you get some- 
thing for free you will not work 
hard to keep it," he said. 

One quarter of firms would 
probably be sold off this year, 
although in the service sector this 
could rise to 70 per cent. 

Mr. Chubais said the govern- 
ment expected to raise 92 billion 
roubles through this year's priva- 
tisation. Revenues would rise 
sharply therafter. reaching up to 
500 billion roubles by 1994. 

Ninety two billion roubles is 
worth about $840 million at the 
Russian central Bank’s market 
rate of 110 roubles per dollar, but 
$590 million at current auction 
rates of about 170 roubles per 
dollar. 

The auction rate is available to 
a limited number of banks and 
firms at auctions conducted most- 
ly by commercial banks. 

Russian officials, including 
economic strategist Yegor 
Gaidar, have made no secret at 
their displeasure at current rates, 
arguing that the auction rate is 
unrealistic. 

Officials expect the central 
bank to step into the auction 
market soon, selling dollars to 
drive the exchange rate down. 

They see the next stage as a 
international stabilisation fund 
for the rouble, a measure which 
Mr. Chubais hoped could be 
agreed in May or June." 

“I hope that a stabilisation 
programme will mean the ex- 
change rare of the rouble rises to 
30 or 35 roubles per dollar,” he 
said. 

Mr. Chubais said Russia’s pri- 
vatisation programme would 
affect most of the economy. 


although 23 branches would be 
excluded from the initial sell-off. 
He said there was no reason why 
most of the defence sector could 
not be sold off eventually. 

A 25 percent stake in each firm 
v.outd be offered to workers, who 
also would have the opportunity 
to acquire 10 per cent of the 
remaining shares at a special 
price. 

Previous privatisation efforts, 
which broughi in just two billion 
roubles last year, had been vir- 
tual theft, he saio. 

In another area, leaders of the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States have agreed iliac Russia 
would pay most republic's share' 
of the Soviet Union’s $70 billion 
foreign debt. 

ITAR-TASS news agency said 
Ukraine, which wants to pay its 
own share separately, did not 
agree. But the report did not 
make clear whether the Ukrai- 
nian delegation had voted against 
or abstained. 

The. Ukrainian delegation, 
attending without Prime Minister 
Vitold Fokin, had said it was not 
empowered to take any decisions 
on economic matters. 

But ITAR-TASS quoted Mr. 
Gaidar as saying his republic 
would not object if Ukraine 
negotiated its debt repayments 
separately. 

The two republics are the 
strongest members of the new 
Commonwealth. 

ITAR-TASS said the delega- 
tions had agreed "the Russian 
Federation will act as the succes- 
sor and guarantor of foreign cre- 
dit arrangements of the Com- 
monwealth member states and 
the republic of Georgia." 

Georgia has yet to join the 
Commonwealth. 
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CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


LaEla AtowJ/Hfsham Salim 


in 


Ya MahaBlabia Ya 

Shows: 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 p.m. 


M S)*i\ 

Nabtfl Al Mashmi Theatre 


Cinema Tel: 634144’ 

PHILADELPHIA 


Patrick Swayze 
in 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 P.M. 

Special shows for children on Thursdays 
and Fridays at 11:30 a.m. 

The Fox And The Hound 



Every day starting from Thursday Feb. 13. 
You meet the stars of Haret Abu Awwad 
Family in their play: 

Zaman Al Shaklabah 
(Somersault Time) 

at 8 p.m. 

Tickets office open daily 


Z! 


Cinema 


Tel: 625155 


Noor Al Sharif 
in 


Arabic 


Shows: 3:30. 6:30. 8:30, JU:30 p.m. 



Bankur 
effort 


BANGKOK (R) — A senior 
World Bank official told the 
countries of east Asia that sus- 
tainable economic growth in the 
region depended on conservation 
of the environment. 

Gautam Kaji, the bank's * 
Washington-based vice president 
for east Asia and Pacific region 
called on governments to seek 
help from their private sectors for 
the costly task. 

“East Asian development will 
increasingly be defined by en- 
vironment needs," Mr. Kaji told 
an international conference. 

The bank has estimated that 
east Asian nations might need to 
spend as much as $20 billion a 
year for environment related in- 
vestment in this decade. 

“Governments cannot do this 
alone partnership with the private 
sector is needed,” Mr. Kaji told 
the meeting organised by the 
Inemational Herald Tribune and 
Thailand Development Research 
Institute (TDRI), a private think- 
tank. 

He said the bank was giving 
more funding to environmental 
projects, planning to support 40 
such projects with a total value of 
$4.3 billion in the next four years. 

The World Bank allocated ab-. 
out 10 per cent of its lending to 
"core environment projects" last 
year. In 1992 it planned to in- 



crease the proportion to about 15 
penenet of total east Asia lending 
and about 20 per cent in 1993, he 
said. 

"I want to emphasise that ev- 
ery project we support, whether 
for environmental improvement 
or not, must undergo a rigorous 
process of environmental review 
and assessment, so that specific 
environmental impacts are deter- 
mined. design options and costs 
considered and mitigation actions 
incorporated,” Mr. Kaji said. 

He said the World Bank would 
be ready to provide financial and 
technical support for any project 
that linked efforts of the govern- 
ment and the private sector in 
cleaning up the environment. 

•‘We want to be at the forefront 
of policy and technical innovation 
and perform a major supporting 
role for the forging of private- 
public partnership,” he said. 

But the bank was opposed to 
any environmental policies that 
slowed economic growth, set 
punitive regulations that over- 
controlled industries, and ignored 
the economics of environmental 
costs and benefits, he said. 

East Asia averaged almost 13 
per cent annual growth in manu- 
facturing output during the 1980s. 
“a decade considered ‘lost’ for 
most of the developing world.” 


Mr. Kaji said. 

“With a growth rate of over 
seven per cent year over the past 
three decades, east Asia has 
made more progress than any 
other region in reducing poverty 
and all its attendant environmen- 
tal ills,” Mr. Kaji said. 

he cited Thailand's proposed 
industrial environment fund for 
hazardous waste disposal as an 
example of what role the private 
sector can play in conservation. 

Under the programme, factor- 
ies would be required to deposit 
waste disposal fees for the entire 
year in advance with the fund 
with a matching bond or guaran- 
tee, the bond would be progres- 
sively returned to the company as 
it delivered waste to a treatment 
facility. 

“Business participation, in- 
novation and expertise applied to 
large infrastructural programmes 
will undoubtedly play a vital role 
in overcoming a range of urban 
environmental problems,” 
TDRI's Dhira Phantumvanit 
said. 

Urban problems in the Asia 
and Pacific region have created a 
vast potential market for firms 
geared to supply environment- 
friendly products and services, 
said Mr. Dhira, director of the 
TDRI’s natural resources and en- 
vironment programme. 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Afri- 
can National Congress (ANC) 
leader Nelson Mandela said 
Saturday his organisation was 
opposed to foreign ioans to South 
Africa before all economic sanc- 
tions against the white govern- 
ment were lifted. 

Mr. Mandela said a future non- 
raciai government would be 
obliged to repay debts incurred 
before Western governments im- 
posed sanctions in 1986. He stop- 
ped short of giving a similar 
assurance on recent loans. 

The ANC. for whom sanctions 
are seen as a major bargaining 
chip, is negotiating a post-apar- 
theid constitution with the gov- 
ernment and other groups. 

"The ANC accepts', as a gener- 
al policy, that a future democratic 
state has an obligation to pay 
foreign debts which were incur- 
red by the present regime... be- 
fore financial sanctions were im- 
posed by the international com- 
munity,” Mr. Mandela said in a 
statement. 

“What is totally unacceptable 
to us (the ANC) is the attempt by 
the South African regime, acting 
in concert with certain foreign 
financial institutions, to bust 
financial sanctions adopted by the 
international community,” the 
statement added. 

Pretoria Friday chalked up a 
victory in its straggle for accept- 
ance by investors abroad with the 
successful launch of a mark-de- 
nominated bond in Frankfurt by 
the state-controlled Development 
Bank of Southern Africa. 

Investor appetite 'was so great 
that the issuer decided to raise 
the amount to 200 million marks 
($127 million) from 150 million 
($95 million). 

The government returned to 
world capital markets last 
September. 

“We therefore want to reiter- 
ate that the ANC is opposed to 
any bond issues currently being 
launched by the international 
capital markets," Mr. Mandela 
said. “In terms of our sanctions 
policy, sanctions will be lifted — 
with the exception of the oil and 
arms embargo — when an interim 
government of national unity has 
been installed. 

“If these institutions lend 
money to the apartheid regime 
now, they will in fact be acting to 
delay our forward march to free- 
dom. democracy and develop- 
ment," Mr, Mandela said. 
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€11 leaders leave 
smcial issues undecided 


Dou bts Support for Serb rebels At least 28 

cloud start in Croatia crumbling killed in 


MOSCOW (AP) — A defiant 
Ukraine sent only a low-ranking 
official to a meeting Saturday of 
Commonwealth government 
leaders, and they failed to reach 
agreement on pressing economic 
and military issues for the young 
association. « 

Instead, the 11 members of the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS) signed a series of 
■accords on cooperation in the 
field of electric energy, ecology 
and transport rates, said Russian 
Deputy Prime Minister Gennady 
Burbuiis. 

Mr. Burbuiis said all Common- 
wealth members but Ukraine 
agreed Saturday that Russia 
would an as a guarantor for all 
future transactions by the Com- 
monwealth involving foreign cre- 
dit agreements. 

“There were three questions 
which touched upon the basic, 
fundamental principles of our 
economic activity and economic 
reform. After a long debate, it 
was decided that further work is 
needed," he said.' 

Mr. Burbuiis said the three 
problem areas were centralised 
purchase of food, agricultural 
products and other goods through 
foreign credits; the permissible 
level of profitability at various 
republic factories; and regulated 
delivery of goods among com- 
monwealth members. 

But the 11 failed to reach any 
agreement on these issues, as well 
as on the problem of how to 
finance the Commonwealth's 
armed forces. 

The economic and military 
questions are proving difficult for 
the young Commonwealth to 
solve, with members pursuing 
their own economic policies and 
wanting to form their own 
snnifcj. The biggest differences 
have been between Russia and 
Ukraine, the two most powerful 
or the 1 1 former Soviet republics 


that comprise the Common- 
wealth. 

The 11-point agenda for the 
Commonwealth meeting also in- 
cluded the issue of military fund- 
ing for the first quarter of 1992. 

Mr. Burbuiis said Defence 
ministers of the Commonwealth 
states will meet next week to 
debate “the concept of Common- 
wealth Armed Forces” and de- 
cide on bow to classify various 
types of units and weapons. After 
Aat, finance ministers will debate 
the question of funding. 

Meanwhile, Russia continues 
to finance the vast army of the 
former Soviet Union, and its cur- 
rent budget allocates 50 billion 
rubles ($500 million) for the 
armed forces, Mr. Burbuiis said. 

“This is a great load for Russia. 
We would like other Common- 
wealth states to participate,” Mr. 
Burbuiis said. “Belarus, Kazakhs- 
tan and others are ready but they 
are justly demanding that the 
appropriate level of their parti- 
cipation be determined.” 

The agreements signed at the 
seven-hour, dosed meeting in- 
ducted: 

— Creation of an interstate 
ecological council and of e joint 
ecological fund; forming an inter- 
state council on meteorology and 
on electric energy usage; 

— An accord on free move- 
ment of goods on Commonweal A 
territory; 

— An agreement on joint 
transportation tariffs: Prices for 
cargo transport will rise by 8.3 times 
compared wiA 1991, and prices 
of passenger transport will go up 
three times. 

Although Saturday’s negotia- 
tions were supposed to be 
attended by beads of govern- 
ment. or Aeir deputies, Ukraine 
sent its deputy economic minis- 
ter, Anatoly Rohansky. 

Ukraine Ad not sign any of the 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


EC considers joint embassies 

BRUSSELS (AP) — While cartographers scramble to redraw 
Europe's map. cash-strapped diplomats are pondbring ways to 
avoid Ae burdensome costs of opening more than a dozen new 
embassies. In less than half a year. 17 new countries have been 
formally recognised in Europe — Ae 15 nations of the ex-Soviet 
Union and two former republics of Yugoslavia. “There are so 
many new countries in Ae world that we have to open some new 
embassies," sighed a Dutch Foreign Ministry spokesman. “The 
question is where and how?" Last week Belgian Foreign Minister 
Mark Eyskens said his country may have to consider closing one 
or more consulates in other countries to afford to open new ones 
in Ae former Soviet republics. Talks have already begun between 
Germany and France about a novel diplomatic solution for the 
12-nation European Community trading bloc: Cut costs by 
sharing expenses. Especially in Ae more remote capitals, Aey 
argue, embassy drivers, translation services, even an embassy 
building can be shared. 

SpS Lanka rebels dig in for battle 

JAFFNA (R) — The battle lines are drawn in Ae northern Sri 
Lankan town of Jaffna, where rebels wait in trenches and bunkers 
for a government offensive. “If Aey want peace, we will 
negotiate. If they want war, we will fight,” said Anton Balasing- 
ham, chi ef spo kesman for the rebel Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (Li lt). “If Aere is an offensive, you can forget about 
peace talks in Ae future." In Colombo, the government and Ae 
military deny that they plan to take Jaffna, 320 taknoetres away. 
But residents report exta troops and battle tanks moving north. 
The rebels, fighting for a separate state in Ae north and east for 
Sri Lanka's 2.6 million minority Tamils, control Jaffna peninsula 
and Ae town — Aeir main stronghold. 

HO killed in South African unrest 

SOWETO. Sou A Africa (R) — Ten people were killed in 
political unrest in Sou A Africa at Ae weekend, including six shot 
and hacked to death in some of Ae worst fighting this year in 
Johannesburg's Soweto township, police said. The overnight clash 
in South Africa's largest township capped a week of rising tension 
between rival supporters of Ae TnkaAa Freedom Party and 
Nelson Mandela’s African National Congress (ANC) across Ae 
country. InkaAa leader MangosuAu Butbelezi said Ae two 
movements would continue .fighting until Aey implemented 
among grassroots supporters a peace accord signed last Septem- 
ber and Ae ANC disbanded its guerrilla wing — something 
Mandela refuses to do. “There is a desperate need for reconcilia- 
tion at black grassroots level,” Dr. BuAelezi said Saturday on a 
visit to Ae United States, the SouA African Press Association 
reported. As police removed Ae last of six bloodied bodies 
Sunday, rival groups exchanged angry taunts across a 30 metre no 
man's land on a battlefield of waste ground and burnt out 
buildings in Soweto's meadowlands district. 

Farmer Stasi boss to go on trial 

BERLIN (R) — Former Stasi security police boss Erich Mielke, 
east Germany's detested “master of fear," goes on trial Monday 
for two murders committed 60 years ago raAer A an for crimes 
perpetrated in Ae defunct Communist state. The controversial 
trial of Ae wheelchair-bound octogenarian who once ruled a vast 
empire of agents and informers will have few witnesses appearing. 
His" defence lawyer says it will rely- on documents drawn up by 
Nazi prosecutors in 1934. Mielke. 84. is accused of shooting two 
policemen dead in 1931 outside Communist Party headquarters in 
Ae last turbulent days of Germany’s Weimar Republic. Justice 
auAorities have also charged him with embezzlement and human 
rights abuses while Stasi chief in east Germany, where commun- 
ism collapsed in 1989. Germany united a year later. The 
auAorities are staging Ae murder trial first to deflect criticism 
Aat east Germany’s old leaders are escaping justice Arough 
illness and legal complications. 

‘Poverty threatens new world order’ 

CARTAGENA, Colombia (R) — United Nations Secretary- 
General Boutros Gbali said Saturday Ae spread of poverty 
endangers global security and he called on all nations to assume 
responsibility for promoting Third World development. “There 
will be no peace and stability wiAout development,” Dr. Gbali 
said in a keynote speech to Ae cighA United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) in Ae Colombian 
Caribbean port of Cartagena. “Lasting development is an 
essential factor in Ae achievement of peace and stability in Ae 
world,” the secretary-general said. 


documents because its delegation 
was not authorised to do so, and 
it was relegated to observer sta- 
tus. But Mr. Burbuiis said 
Ukraine approved Ae documents 
and is ready to add its signature 
within a few days. 

Ukraine has adopted a sepa- 
rate policy at previous Common- 
wealth meetings, raising ques- 
tions wheAer it sees its mem- 
bership as only temporary^ 

The Ukrainian gesture 
apparently resulted from its dis- 
pute wiA Russia over Ae future 
of Ae Crimean peninsula and Ae 
Black Sea Fleet, which Ukraine 
claims for itself. 

There was agitated debate over 
Ae level of representation. “It 
was quite heated,” said partici- 
pant Alexei Yablokov. a Russian 
government adviser. 

Belarus Prime Minister 
Vyacheslav Kebich wanted to 
leave and said Ae meeting re- 
minded him of the “agony" of 
former President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev when talks were attended 
by “whoever likes it,” some parti- 
cipants reported. 

Ukrainian delegation spokes- 
man Vadim Doiganov said Ukrai- 
nian Prime Minister Vitold Fokin 
could not attend because he was 
giving a report to the parliament 
in Kiev. 

Mr. Burbuiis, asked about the 
incident, said it was only “an 
unfortunate coincidence of the 
tuning of our meeting and the 
complications faced by the Ukrai- 
nian government." 

The meeting was a prelude to a 
gathering of Commonwealth 
presidents and leaders scheduled 
to be held in Ae Belarus capital 
of Minsk on Feb. 14. 

Georgia, which is not a Com- 
monwealA member, was present 
Saturday as an observer. It was 
represented by its acting Prime 
Minister, Tengiz Sigua. 

Romanians 
vote in 
local 
elections 

BUCHAREST (AP) — Roma- 
nians voted Sunday in local elec-' 
turns Aat tested whether a united 
democratic opposition can unseat 
remaining Communist officehol- 
ders and boost its chances in 
upcoming general elections. 

Central Election Committee 
President Gheorghe Uglan said 
that turnout was high and that 
voting proceeded smoothly at 
14,192 polling stations nation- 
wide. 

In some counties, more than 20 
per cent of Ae electorate had cast 
ballots within four hours of Ae 
polls’ opening at 6 a.m. (0400 
GMT), he said. 

More A an 140,000 candidates 
were competing for 2,951 mayor- 
al posts and nearly 40,000 city 
and county council slots in Ae 
first democratic local elections in 
more than 50 years. 

President Ion Oiescu. pre- 
dicted Aat the grip of Ae gov- 
erning National Salvation Front 
would be weakened. 


u.s. 


DES MOINES, Iowa (R) — The 
1992 U.S. presidential election 
campaign shifts fleetingly Mon- 
day to Iowa where voters could 
give a boost to a native son 
seeking Ae Democratic nomina- 
tion. 

Senator Tom Harkin of Iowa 
must make a strong showing in 
his home state to stay alive in the 
closely-watched New Hampshire 
primary on Feb. 18, Ae first in 
the country. 

Sen. Harkin has been running 
third in opinion polls taken in 
New Hampshire. 

Arkansas Governor B31 Clin- 
ton, beset by allegations of marit- 
al infidelity and avoiding Ae 
imbtaiy draft, is the fron t runner in 
some polls. But in one survey he 
lost the lead Friday to former 
Massachusetts Senator Paul 


New Hampshire remains the 
early focus of Ae campaign be- 
cause since 1952 no U.S. presi- 
dent been elected without 
first winning Aat primary. 

But Iowa, where citizens will 
gather Monday night in schools 
and homes to express their pres- 
idential preferences at local can- 
coses, has for Ae past two de- 
cades provided another early test 
of voter sentiment. 

This year Aat test involves only 
Sen. Harkin. 

Other Democrats have already 
soneodered Iowa to -Sen. Harkin 
assuming his popularity will make 
him a sure winner. An exception 
is former California Governor 
Jerry Brown who made a brief 
foray into Iowa hoping to get 
some publicity wiA a second- 
place finish. Brown is ru nning last 
in New Hampshire. 

But Iowa is still a test for Sen. 


of CIS 
aid airlift 

MOSCOW (R) — U.S. military 
planes start flying food and medi- 
cines to Ae former Soviet Union 
Monday, but boA Russian and 
Western experts suggest Ae sym- 
bolic “Operation Provide Hope" 
is wasting money better spent 
elsewhere. 

Billed as a dramatic end to 
decades of cold war hostilities by 
helping Ae United States' former 
enemy through a winter of shor- 
tages, Ae airlift will bring 54 
planeloads of goods into the new 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS). 

Moscow officials recognise Ae 
flights will focus attention on 
Aeir problems. But many doubt 
whether a high-profile airborne 
operation will give the country 
the help it needs. 

“It will just be a symbolic 
measure,” Russian aid coordina- 
tor Alexander Zhitmkov told 
Reuters. “In future we need sub- 
stantial quantities of foodstuffs 
and medicine arriving by surface 
transport or by sea." 

An airlift was a political ges- 
ture, arranged for television 
cameras, he said. “It is not even 
quicker than other me Aods if you 
are moving large quantities of 
goods." 

European Community (EC) 
officials in Moscow took a similar 
line. 

“Even wiA a Jumbo jet you 
have still only got some 100 ton- 
nes of aid and we plan to bring in 

150.000 tonnes," Michael Emer- 
son, head of the European Com- 
mission delegation in Moscow, 
said. 

President Boris Yeltsin has led 
Russian officials in calling for 
urgent Western aid to underpin 
an ambitious economic reform 
programme, stave off strikes and 
demonstrations and prevent Ae- 
country from lurching back into 
dictatorship. 

“The delay in Ae international 
community’s aid to Russia is be- 
coming dangerous,” Mr. Yeltsin 
said in Paris Thursday. “It must 
be understood that if Russia fails 
hi its reforms, dictatorship will 
appear." 

The project will bring in nearly 

18.000 tonnes of supplies left over 
from Ae Gulf War. 

“It is going to be an initial help 
in getting Aem through Ae win- 
ter and ... to get the stuff in there 
and to get it in quickly, an airlift 
is Ae way to go,” said Pentagon 
spokesman Sam Grizzle. 

The airlift is part of a $650- 
miliion aid package proposed by 
the United States after an inter- 
national conference in Washing- 
ton last monA. 

But Mr. Zhitnikov said ship- 
ping aid by air was an expensive 
way of sending goods to a vast 
country like Russia. 

Russian calculations showed 
that air freight costs could be 
some 20 times higher A an surface 
costs, adding $2 to Ae cost of a 
kilogramme (two pounds) of 
beef. 

“We can buy a kilo of beef on 
the world market for a dollar, but 
to sent it here by air costs another 
two dollars,” he said. 


BELGRADE (R) — Grass-roots 
politicians in a rebel Serb enclave 
in Croatia were expected Sunday 
to back a United Nations plan to 
send peacekeeping forces to 
Yugoslavia despite opposition of 
their leaders to the proposal. 

Milan Paspalj, president of the 
parliament in the Seib-controlled 
enclave of Krajina in Croatia, 
summoned deputies to a special 
session believed likely to back the 
deployment of up 10,000 
peacekeeping troops in Croatia. 
. "Of Ae two options — war or 
peace — we have chosen Ae 
second," Mr. Paspalj told Ae 
Belgrade daily Vecernje Novos- 
ti. 

“We consider the guarantees 
given to Ae people of Krajina by 
the Yugoslav presidency, Ae 
federal army and U.N. repre- 
sentatives to be sufficient for os 
to accept Ae plan.” 

Support for Ae plan from Ae 
deputies would leave Krajina ’s 
President Milan Babic and his 
government isolated in Aeir 
mountain stronghold of Knin, the 
area's capital. 

Mr. Babic opposes the U.N. 
plan because be fears that replac- 
ing Ae Yugoslav army in Krajina 
wiA U.N. troops and disarming 
local Serbs would leave them at 
the mercy of Croatian forces. 

Diplomats at the United Na- 
tions in New York said last week 
Aat Mr. Babic was Ae last re- 
maining obstacle to the deploy- 
ment of forces Acy hope will end 
seven months of fighting since 
Croatia declared independence 
.from Yugoslavia. 

U.N. Security Council mem- 
bers urged all warring sides in a 
resolution passed Friday to give 
Aeir unqualified support to U.N. 
peace proposals. 

Croatian President Franjo 
Tndjman has pledged his uncon- 
ditional backing though officials 
in Ae Croatian capital, Zagreb, 
said minor problems of inter- 
pretation still remained. 

Yugoslav and Serbian leaders 
have told Ae United Nations they 
will guarantee conditions for the 
deployment of peacekeeping but 


foiled to win Mr. Babic’s backing 

in marathon talks last weekend. 

One of those conditions, a 
ceasefire between Croatian mili- 
tias and Serb irregulars fighting 
wiA the Yugoslav army, has held 
for five weeks despite minor 
violations. 

Croatian radio Sunday re- 
ported shelling around Ae east- 
ern Croatian dty of Osijck and 
said Gospic in western Croatia 
came under fire from anti-aircraft 
guns. 

Belgrade-based Tan jug News 
Agency said Croatian forces fired 
mortars at a school in the village 
of Gotti ji Zemunlri, near the 
Adr iatic port of Zadar Saturday 
but none of the 24 pupils in the 
building was injured. 

More than 6,000 people have 
been killed in fighting since 
Croatia declared independence m 
June and Serbs in Croatia rebel- 
led. 

In signs of growing dissent in- 
side Krajina, a crescent-shaped 
region south and east of Zabreb, 
leaders of local communes issued 
a statement Saturday dissociating 
themselves from Mr. Babic. They 
said they backed the U.N. plan. 

“We are faced wiA the self-will 
of an individual who should 
nominally express Ae will of the 
majority, but is working in his 
own personal interests.” said Ae 
statement issued by 15 out 16 
commune leaders. The 16A, 
from Knin, Ad not attend Aeir 
meeting. 

“Milan Babic from this mo- 
ment can represent only himself 
and, possibly, part of the com- 
mune of Knin," Bosko Bozamc, 
leader of Korenica Commune in 
central Krajina. 

Mr. Paspalj summoned Ae 
special assembly to Ae town of 
Glina, 230 kflometres north of ' 
Knin. A Krajina government 
advisor said Ae meeting was un- 
constitutional. 

Krajina’s army-controlled local 
territorial defence authorities, 
sensing ' possible unrest in the 
region, Friday banned mass 
gatherings. 


killed in 
Senegal 
air crash 

DAKAR (R) — At least 28 
people were killed Sunday when 
a tourist aircraft chartered by the 
French holiday firm Club 
Mediterranee crashed in Senegal. 

“Our latest information shows 
that 28 people died,” Club 
Mediterranee spokeswoman 
Constance Nora said in Paris. 

Senegalese radio earlier re- 
ported 30 deaths and 25 injured 
when Ae aircraft, on its way from 
Dakar to Ae Gub Mediterranee 
resort of Cap Skirting, crashed at 
about 5 a.m. (0500 GMT) near 
Kafoutine, about 220 kilometres 
sooth of Ae capital. 

Two of Ae passengers were 
Belgian and the rest French, Ms. 
Nora said. She said there were 56 
on board including six crew, but 
anoAer senior dob Mediterranee 
spokesman told French Radio a 
total of 58 were aboard Ae air- 
craft 

Airport sources in Dakar said 
the crew were American. 

Firemen in the souAern town 
of Zgumcbor, contacted by tele- 
phone from Dakar, said three 
people survived the crash unhurt. 
The injured were taken to hospit- 
al in Ziguinchor. 

Gub Mediterranee said the air- 
craft was a Hawker Siddeley HS- 
74, a model regularly chartered , 
by Ae company. Senega] Radio i 
earlier said the plane was a Fok- 
ker chartered through Air Seneg- i 
al from Ae private Gambian 
company Gamcrest. 

Senegalese and French troops 
were helping wiA Ae relief op- 
eration, it said. 

It was not dear how Ae crash 
occurred. The plane took off 
from Dakar at 4:30 a.m. (0430 
GMT) on a flight due to last 45 
urinates. 

Serge Trigano, broAer of Gub 
Medztereanee Chairman Gilbert 
Trigano, told French Radio it 
took several hours to locate Ae 
wreck after contact was lost. 


Pakistan bans Kashmir march 


ISLAMABAD (R) —The Pakis- 
tani government has banned a 
planned march by Kashmiri mili- 
tants across a ceasefire line into 
the Indian-ruled part of Ae dis- 
puted Himalayan state. 

! But the Jammu and Kashmir 
Liberation Front (JKLF) said up 
to 100,000 unarmed followers 
would still cross the U.N.- 
monitored line Tuesday to show 
solidarity wiA milit&Dts fighting 
Indian rule. 

Islamabad announced Ae ban 
Saturday night after Prime Minis- 
ter Nawaz Sharif met senior offi- 
cials. 

“The government has decided 
to politely but firmly prevent any 
crossing of the line...,” a govern- 
ment statement said. 

The government imposed Ae 
ban a day after JKLF Chairman 
AmanuBah Khan rejected a call 
by Pakistan’s intelligence chief to 
cancel the protest 

“We are determined to cross 
over. We are firm in our objec- 
tive,” JKLF spokesman Farooq 
Haider told Reuters. “Since our 


march will be completely peace- 
ful, they ( Pakistani authorities) 
should not come in our way.” 

India said Wednesday its secur- 
ity forces would resist the cros- 
sing, but the JKLF chair m a n said 
Thursday his followers were 
ready to Ae if Indian troops 
opened fire. 

The day of the march marks 
the eighA anniversary of India’s 
hang in g of JKLF founder Ma- 
qbool Butt. 

India bolds two-thirds and 
P akis tan Ae remaining third of 
Kashmir, over which the two 
countries fought two of the three 
wars between them since inde- 
pendence from Britain in 1947. 

A senior JKLF source quoted 
intelligence chief Major-General 


Asad Durrani as telling Mr. 
Amannllah Khan Friday Aat 
Pakistan could not allow Ae 
march because it could lead to 
war. 

The government statement 
quoted Mr. Sharif as saying he 
would not allow any loss of inno- 
cent lives “which would add to 
Ae miseries of the Kashmiri peo- 
ple. 

“Enough innocent lives are 
already lost in Kashmir Arough 
naked Indian brutalities," Mr. 
Sharif was quoted as saying. 

More than 6,000 people have 
died in Indian Kashmir in the past 
two years after Muslim separat- 
ists rebelled, demanding inde- 
pendence or union wiA Islamic 
Pakistan. 


Mother, 8 children die in German fire 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany (R) — A mother and her eight 
children died in a bouse fire near this south western city early 
Sunday, police said, firemen believe Ae blaze, which also killed 
tite woman's brother-in-law. began ip an oven. 


campaign shifts 


Iowa 


Harkin. Aides to the liberal sena- 
tor worry about a lukewarm 
showing that would tag Sen. Har- 
kin as someone who could not 
even get Ae home folks angered. 

Four years ago 120,000 Demo- 
crats turned out for Ae caucuses. 
This year, wiA no real contest. 
Sen. Harkin has to battle apaAy. 
He has named political workers 
2,000 of Ae state's 2,500 pre- 
cincts who have been fold to find 
backers and hustle Aem to the 
meetings Monday night. 

Sen. Harkin *s Iowa campaign 
manager said Ae senator will 
have to make the best showing of 
any Democrat in Ae history of 
the quadrennial event to finish 
respectably. That means he 
would have to do better A an 
former President Jimmy Carter, 
who grabbed 59 per cent of Ae 
vote in 1980. 

Poll: Voters prefer 
Democrat over Bush 

Meanwhile a U.S. News And 
World Report poll showed Satur-. 
day that voters would prefer 
electing a Democratic candidate 
to re-electing Mr. Bush as U.S. 
president in 1992. 

Some 44 per oent of those 
polled said they would like to see 
an unspecified Democrat elected 
president, while only 39 per cent 
said Aey would like to see Mr. 
Bush re-elected. 

The poll also found a strong 
anti-incumbent, anti -Congress 
feeling among voters, with 50 per 
cent saying Congress hurt Aeir 
jobs and job prospects while only 
20 per cent said it helped. 

It showed that worry about 


jobs and the overall healA of the 
economy have climbed to the top 
of voters' concerns, overshadowing 
such campaign issues as a middle- 
class tax cut and health care reform. 

Overall, concerns about Ae 
economy are benefitting Demo- 
crats most among moderate vo- 
ters who in previous years voted 
Republican. 

Weakened by a sk± economy 
and a crisis of confidence in his 
leadership, President Bush offi- 
cially launches his re-election 
campaign this week wiA his pros- 
pects heavily dependent on future 
events. 

Analysts say that if the U . 
economy tums around or n*. j- 
dles along, or if a major interna- 
tional crisis diverts attention from 
domestic woes, Mr. Bush is likely 
to win a second term comfort- 
ably. 

But if economic conditions 
worsen — a development no-one 
expects — Aey say he could 
■become the first elected one-term 
Republican president since Her- 
bert Hoover, whose political 
career was wrecked by the great 
depression. 

Mr. Bush, who has been open- 
ly running for re-election for 
months, will go through the for- 
malities Wednesday by announc- 
ing his candidacy at a political 
rally in Washington. 

He will later fly to New Hamp- 
shire, scene of the nation’s first 
presidential primary on Feb. 18, 
to address the state legislature, 
talk to local officials and greet 
voters, many of whom have been 
bard hit by the recession. 

Mr. Bush, facing an unex- 
pectedly strong challenge in the 


northeastern U.S. state of New 
Hampshire from Mr. Buchanan, 
is himself a victim of the econo- 
mic .downturn and inaccurate 
administration projections in ear- 
ly 1991 that it would be over by 
now. 

A series of recent opinion polls 
showed his approval rating was in 
Ae mid-40 per cent range, less 
than half what it was under a year 
ago when he was the celebrated 
commander-in-chief of the U.S.- 
led ntifitary victory over Iraq in 
the Gulf War. 

At the bright of his post-Guif 
War popularity, Mr. Bush once 
mused aloud: “I wonder how 
long it wQl last?”. Now be seems 
hopeful that Ae economy will 
rebound, halting his political slide 
long before the Nov. 3 election. 

A dministr ation officials pri- 
vately admit his modest economic 
rescue {dan, which includes a 
proposed cut in the capital pins 
tax on investment profits that he 
has advocated snee taking office, 
is largely designed to prevent 
critics from accusing him of an 
indifferent attitude toward 
domestic economic problems. 

Last week. Mr. Bush sought to 
cover another domestic political 
.Sank with a healA care proposal 
that calls for government sub- 
sidies to help Americans purch- 
ase private beahh insurance. 

Soaring U.S. healA care costs 
and the inaccessibility of healA 
insurance for 37 million Amer- 
icans have become a central issue 
in the 1992 preadential election 
campaign. 

Mr. Bush was vague on bow he 
would finance the SlOO-bflfion 
plan. His administration made it 
dear it was bis bid to participate 


in a sizzling election-year -debate 
over healA care rather than a 
proposal that has a chance of 
passage soon. , 

Mr. Bush, a former U.N. 
ambassador, CIA director and en- 
voy to Glina, and a veteran of 
numerous diplomatic missions as 
Ronald Reagan's vice-president, 
freely acknowledges that his 
strong suit is foreign policy. 

The collapse of Soviet com- 
munism and the end of Ae cold 
war have worked to his disadvan- 
tage politically by making states- 
manship a Iks important pres- 
idential attribute in Ae minds of 
many voters. 

But unsettled world conditions 
stemming from die breakup of 
the Soviet Union could throw the 
spotlight back on Mr. Bush’s 
main area of expertise. 

Analysts say Mr. Bush’s re- 
efectioa dances are also boosted 
by a weak field of Democratic 
presidential contenders — five 
relatively unknown Democrats 
are competing few preadential 
nomination — and a Republican 
electoral vote advanta ge 

Former U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan endorsed President 
George Bush for another term in 
office in a videotape played at a 
Saturday night dinner for con- 
servative Republicans in New 
Hampshire. 

The dinner was held in honour 
of Mr. Reagan on his 81st birth- ; 
day. 

“Although we now face some 
hard times, I believe Aat the 
experienced leadership of George 
Bosh is our best hope to build a 
stronger America,” Mr. Reagan 
said. 
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Sexy Swan take 
earns royal approval 

| LONDON (R> — A ba fietema. 

, pany said it won royal approval 
] from Princess Margare t, Q ccCg , 
ElizabeA’s sister, for a sexy new * 
i British production of S waa L ake. 

. A curious public had snapped up 
, tickets for the first night at Leeds 
in northern England after a news- 
. paper said Aat one sqos&ce- <fe- 
l meted oral sex. The Northern 
, Ballet Theatre denied that its 
production of the TchakouiN, 
classic was meant to shock tar it 
: Ad include a mock striptease, 

princess Margaret met Ac com - 
pany backstage after Saturdays 
, opening. Choreographer Dennis 
Wayne reported: “She said we 
were brave. She seemed to eajqy 
it.” The mix of mild eroticism 
wiA classical ballet has helped 
Northern Ballet kick a recession 
in which the leisure industry has ] 
been floundering. 

‘Wherefore art thou 3 
Romeo?’ — signed, \ 
Romeo j 

VERONA. Italy (R) — j 
Homosexuals seeking advice for \ 
Ae lovelorn can now write to a j 
gay Romeo or Juliet in the dty j 
where Shakespeare set the ) 
world's favourite k»ve story. The j 
free service will be started soon | 
by Ae Verona branch of Italy’s \ 
largest gay rights group. Promo* ] 
ters say 'it is an alternative to. a j 
service Ae dty council already j 
provides for heterosexuals who 
send letters addressed to Romeo j 
and juliet from around the world. : 
“We think Aere is a need to; 
respond to even' initiative tfcalj 
presumes that the whole world b 
heterosexual.” Grazjella Bcrtta-; 
zo. one of Ae promoters of the : 
project, tcid Reuters Sunday.- 

Architect gives i 
morgue new j 

lease of life j 

BRUSSELS i R \ — An architect ■ 
who transformed a disused bos- j 
pita! morgue into his own house j 
and office won an annual town ; 
planning prize in Liege Friday. ? 
The citation praised the original- i 
ity of the scheme and said it,: 
showed how old buildings in Ae- 
east Belgian dty were gaining a . 
new lease of life. 

Man locked up wife 
every time he went 
out — for 50 years 

LONDON IRj — A jealous ht»- * 
band who couldn't bear his wife 
talking to another man locked her • 
in a coal shed every time he went i 
out. subjecting her to a 50-year \ 
ordeal of domestic cruelty . police * 
said. The couple’s strange domes- ■ 
tic secret only slipped out whe*| i 
Ae 74-year-oid woman confided : 
in a nurse after falling ifl and j 
being admitted to hospital. The-; 
woman, who was not named, bad ; 
suffered in silence throu ghou t 
Aeir Jong marriage. “She 
couldn’t remember any time -dur- 
ing her domestic life when she 
wasn't locked up. usually in tbs 
coal shed, when he went out.” ' 
said police in Manchester, north-' 
em England. The wife seemed to - 
Aink her experience was com- 
mon. said Sarah Gathercole, a 
Domestic Violence Unit officer 
called in as counsellor on the 
case. The woman did not lodge 
any official complaint and soil 
lives with her husband. 

Need a job? Running 
a drug ring may help ' 

SAN FRANCISCO (R) — A 
former convict who ran a S500- 
million marijuana ring has landed 

* ,i. ob — wiA a resume 
touting his experience as a dreg 
kwgpin. Bruce Perlowin, 41, par- 
. after spending nine years in 
£ 1 Jf n J or ^ning the drug ring, 
says he received 200 inqmries; 

after oreulatitis a resume point- 
SSL* J 1S ma nagement skills. 
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